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Ban biéen tap

2025 - Mot nam nhin lai

Editor’s Note

Kinh gi Quy doc gia,

Nam 2025 vua qua, co 1€ la mét trong nhirng
n&m th(r thach niém tin ca ching ta & mdc
cao dé nhat, trén nhiéu phuong dién, va trong
hau hét nhirng mat clia doi séng. Nhirng xao
tron do, & mét géc dé khéc, da cho ching ta
cao hdi dé tra I3i cau hdi: ta chon tin vao diéu
gi, va hanh dong vilé gi?

Chon tin khéng phéi la quyét dinh I&n lao
dién ra trong mét khodnh khac. N6 dugc hinh
thanh mdi ngay trong céch ta nhin va tuong
tac v3i thé gidi, trong cac cau hdi ta dat ra
va nhirng quyét dinh ta lua chon, trong viéc
chap nhan di cham khi can thiét, va ca trong
viéc ndi “khéng” v&i nhitng diéu hap dan
nhu'ng khong thuc su’ dung vai minh.

Chuing téi tran trong viéc cong dong Trudng
Dai hoc Fulbright Viét Nam tiép tuc chon tin
vao nhirng gié tri da dugc xay dung bén bi
hon ba thap ky qua, va duoc nudi dusng moi
ngay bang hanh déng cu thé.

An phém Year In Review nay mong dugc
nhin lai nhitng diéu thudng nhat da lang 1&
dinh hinh Fulbright trong nam qua: nhitng
thach thic da di qua, nhirng hudng di duoc
xac lap, va nhirng thanh tyu dat dugc cung
nhau. Tat ca phan anh rd nét nhirng gié tri ma
Fulbright ti€p tuc chon dé tin, cho hién tai, va
cho nhirng nam phia trudc.

Xin dugc chia sé cung Quy vi, va kinh chiic
mot ndm mdi nhiéu qua ngot ti nhirng niém

tin dudc gieo moi ngay.

Ban Bién tap

Dear Readers,

The past year, 2025, was in many respects,
among the most exacting tests of our
convictions — across multiple dimensions
and throughout nearly every aspect of life.
From another perspective, these disruptions
also offered us an opportunity to respond to
fundamental questions: what do we choose
to believe in, and what principles do we
choose to act upon?

Choosing what to believe is not a singular,
momentous decision made in an instant. It
is formed day by day — in how we perceive
and engage with the world, in the questions
we ask and the judgments we make, in
our willingness to proceed slowly when
necessary, and in our resolve to say “no” to
what may be appealing but does not truly
align with who we are.

We hold in deep regard the Fulbright
University Vietham community’s continued
commitment to values, patiently built over
more than three decades, and sustained
each day through deliberate and tangible
action.

This Year In Review seeks to reflect on the
ordinary, day-to-day moments that quietly
shaped Fulbright over the past year: the
challenges overcame, the decisions shared,
and the achievements reached. Taken
together, they indicate the values Fulbright
continues to choose to believe in — for the
present and for the years ahead.

We are honored to share this with you and
extend our sincere wishes for a new year rich
in the fruits of values we continue to nurture

each day.

Board of Editors
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Van vat van dong
khong ngung,
bien dong lam 10
can nguyen.

— Lao Tu

All things are in
constant motion;
change reveals what
lies at the core.

— Lao Tzu

Year in Review 2025



Thu' t&r Hidu tru'dng

Believing

Chon tin trong mot the
o101 nhieu bien dong

Thén gi nhi’ng nguGi ban tran quy,

Khi ban cam trén tay &n pham nay, t6i tin
rang nhip séng clia mét ndm mdi day hy
vong dang lan tda, va ban dang cé cho
minh mét khoanh khac yén tinh dé cuing
Fulbright nhin lai néam 2025 vura qua.

N&m 2025 13 mét ndm clia nhiéu chuyén
doéng va thay déi, dong thdi dét ra khéng
it cau hdi vé niém tin. Su’ phét trién nhanh
cla khoa hoc va cong nghé khién ching
ta phai nhin lai nhiéu khai niém quen
thudc vé viéc day va hoc, nghé nghiép,
muc dich séng va hé gia tri, trong boi
canh xa hoi vira chiing kién khong it th?
thach vé mat niém tin.

Vi thé, Believing - Chon tin khéng con
la mét cam xuc thu dong, ma la mét lua
chon dling cam, gilp chung ta dinh vi
chinh minh va nhitng gia tri cét 16i cla
cé nhan cling nhu cong dong. D6 cling
la 4nh sang dan dudng chuing ta cho
nhirng budc di ti€p theo.

LAu nay, cong déng Fulbright thutng
nhac dén ba truc gid tri quen thudc:

Know - Do - Be.

Néu kién thic (“Know”) cé thé tiép
can nhanh va k§ nang (“Do”) cd thé rén

8 2025 - Mét ném nhin lai

luyén qua thuc hanh, thi “Be” lai doi
hdi mét qué trinh vun tréng bén bi
trong tu’ duy, nhan céach, va trach
nhiém v3i cong déng. Tai Fulbright,
chuing t6i tin rang ngudi hoc, du &
dé tudi hay linh vue ndo, du 1a nha
khdi nghiép, nha khoa hoc, k¥ su, tri
thiic, nghé sy, nha nghién ctiu hay
hoach dinh chinh séch, diéu gidp
chuing ta ding vitng khéng chi nam
3 nhi*ng gi ta biét hay ta lam, ma &
cach ta lua chon tr@ thanh ai trong
vai tro clia minh.

Gitra boi canh &y, diéu gilp ching
toi thém viing tém chinh la s
dong hanh bén bi clia cong dong
Fulbright, dac biét la cac nha tai trg
va nha hdo tam, nhitng ngudi van
tiép tuc Iua chon tin tudng va gan
bé cung nha trudng. Sy tin tudng
nay khéng chi dugc thé hién qua su
hao phdng vé nguén luc, ma con la
minh chng cho mot cam két lau dai
d&i vai nhitng gié tri cot 16i clia gido
duc khai phéng, vén la mét phan
khong thé tach rai trong s& ménh
gido duc ma Fulbright theo dudi.

Budc sang nam 2026, Fulbright m&
ra mot chuong mdi day hiing khdi
khi khudn vién tai Khu Céng nghé

Photo by Tran Khoa
for Tatler Vietham

Message from the President

Choose to trust in
a volatile world

Dear cherished friends,

As you hold this publication, | trust that the
rhythm of a hopeful new year is beginning
to unfold—and that you are finding a quiet
moment for yourself, a moment to look back
with Fulbright on the journey of 2025.

2025 has been a year of constant movement
and change, raising many questions about
beliefs. The rapid growth of science and
technology has gently urged us to revisit
many familiar assumptions about teaching
and learning, about careers and purpose,
and about the values that guide our lives,
especially at a time when society itself has
faced significant tests of trust.

It is in this context that Believing is no longer
something that simply happens tous.Choosing
to believe has become an act of courage, one
that helps us locate ourselves, affirm the core
values that matter to us as individuals and as a
community. It is also the quiet light that helps
guide our next steps forward.

For many years, the Fulbright community has

spoken about three familiar pillars: Know - Do
-Be.

Year in Review 2025 9
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cao TPHCM dan thanh hinh. Day
khong chi la mét khong gian hoc tap
mai, ma con la mét cam két dai han —
ti€p tuc nudi dudng nhitng con ngudi
biét suy nghi déc lap, hanh dong cé
trach nhiém, va gan bé véi cong dong
ma minh phuc vu. Trong khéng gian
ma&i mé va giau cdm h&ng nay, niém
tin moét 1an nita dudc gli gdm vao
chinh con ngudi, nhi’ng ngudi sé
s6ng, hoc tép, lam viéc va cling nhau
kién tao nhitng gia tri bén ving cho
hién tai va tuong lai.

Chuc cho tat céd ching ta tiép tuc
budc di virtng vang vdi nhirng gi minh
chon tin, va mang theo niém tin dy -
nhirng hat gidng cla tri thic, tinh yéu
va long can dém — vao nhi*ng quyét
dinh, hanh déng va trach nhiém ma
chung ta sé cung nhau ganh vac trong
chang duong phia trudc.

V@i tat ca long trén trong va biét on,
Binh Vi Trang Ngén

Hiéu trudng, Truong Dai hoc Fulbright
Viét Nam

10 2025 - Mét ném nhin lai

While knowledge (“Know”™) may be accessed
quickly and skills (“Do”) refined through practice,
Be demands a sustained commitment—one
rooted in mindset, character, and responsibility
to the community. At Fulbright, we believe that
regardless of age or field—whether one is an
entrepreneur, scientist, engineer, scholar, artist,
researcher, or policymaker—what ultimately
allows us to stand firm lies not only in what we
know or what we do, but in the choices we make
about who we become in the roles we hold.

In times like these, what gives us reassurance
and strength is the enduring companionship of
the Fulbright community, especially our donors
and supporters, who continue to place their trust
in our shared mission. This trust is expressed not
only through generous support, but through
a long-term commitment to the core values of
liberal education, which remains inseparable
from Fulbright’s educational mission.

As we look ahead to 2026, Fulbright enters an
exciting new chapter as our campus in Ho Chi
Minh City’s Hi-Tech Park gradually takes shape.
This is more than the creation of a new learning
environment; it is a long-term commitment to
nurturing individuals who think independently,
act responsibly, and remain deeply connected
to the communities they serve. Within this new
and inspiring space, belief is once again placed
in people themselves—those who will live, learn,
work, and together create enduring value for
both the present and the future.

May we all continue to move forward with
steadiness, guided by what we choose to believe
in—and carry that belief, as seeds of knowledge,
care, and courage, into the decisions we make,
the actions we take, and the responsibilities we
share along the road ahead.

With the sincerest gratitude,
Binh Vi Trang Ngan
President, Fulbright University Vietham




Lé Nguyén Thién Huong;
Tru8ng phong Phét trién /
Development Manager

“Dudgc 16n 1én cung cac ban [sinh vien], va
cung Fulbright, la mot trong nhting trai
nghieém y nghia nhat, va co khi chi c6 mot
lan trong doi toi”.

We stayed

Két quia mot bai kiém tra

khong dinh nghia ci

cuoc doi ban.

Patrick Thoendel,
Trudng phong HS tro’ Hoce tép /
Meanager of Learning Support

DA la niém tin ma thay Patrick Thoendel, Trudng
phong Hb tro Hoc tap tai Fulbright, ludn theo dudi
trong cong viéc gigo duc clia minh. V&i hon ném
nam lam viéc sat canh cung sinh vién, Patrick
khong chi tép trung vao viéc ren luyén ki néng
hoc thuat, ma con gilp céc ban hiéu sau hon vé
y nghia thuc su’ cla thanh cong, cach vugt qua
th(r thach, va vi sao mét diém sé hay két qué don
1& khdng nén chi phoi cach ta nhin nhan ban than
hay tuong lai cia minh.

Khi nhi*ng diém tua quen thudc bi thi? thach, diéu
quan trong khéng nam & viéc phan dinh diing-sai
trong ngan han, ma & kha nang tiép tuc hoc hdi,
thich nghi, va git? virng niém tin vao gi tri dai han
clia gigo duc. O Fulbright, niém tin dy dugc nudi
dudng qua nhirng coéng viéc rat dai, va rat nguai,
dién ra méi ngay.

Chi L& Nguyén Thién Huong gia nhap Fulbright
t ndm 2019 va da dam nhiém nhiéu vai trd khac
nhau, ti* Tuyén sinh, Phat trién, dén Van phong
Hiéu tru&ng. Nhin lai hanh trinh ctia minh, chi chia
sé: “Téi c6 co’ hdi gap g6 nhiéu sinh vién tir khi
cdc ban con la hoc sinh phd théng, réi déng hanh
cling cac ban tai Fulbright, chiing kién cac ban
t6t nghiép va bu'dc ra thé gidl, thém chi'cé nhirng
ban tré thanh déng nghiép cua téi tai Fulbright.
Du'gc Ion lIén cung cac ban, va cung Fulbright, la
mt trong nhirng tréi nghiém y nghia nhét, va co
khi chi c6 mét lén trong doi t6i.”

Year in Review 2025 13



Chdng ta chon G lai

V&i nhiéu ngudi khéc, niém tin 8y dugc boi
dép qua thdi gian dai gén bd. Cé nhitng
ngudi dé & Fulbright gan ba thap ky, chiing
kién Fulbright I6n 1én ti* mét y tudng ban dau
cho dén hinh hai ctia hém nay. Cé ngudi tirng
r&i di, roi chon tré vé khi nhan ra minh tin vao
gid tri clia gido duc... nhiéu hon minh tudng.

Niém tin 8y cling dugc phan chiéu qua géc
nhin cla anh Tha thu Truong Minh Hoa:
“Mu'di tém ném gén bé vdi Fulbright gidp téi
hiéu rang nhitng giai doan bét dinh khéng
phéi 1& déu ngat cda hanh trinh, mé chinh I3
nhip tu’ nhién cda moi con du'dng cd y nghia.
Fulbright cling tirng tréi qua nhiéu thdi khac
chdng chénh, nhung viéc chung ta vén chon
tiép tuc déng hanh ctng nhau khién téi cang
virng tin vao con dudng minh dang di va vao
tu'ong lai dang réng ma & phia tru'ec’.

Chinh niém tin d6, dugc hinh thanh tir cong
viéc hang ngay, nhitng méi quan hé dai lau,
va nhitng muc dich cé nhan dugc tim thay
trong gido duc, a diéu tiép tuc gan két nhirng
con ngudi & céc chang duong khéac nhau
cla cudc doi trong cong dong Fulbright.

14 2025 - Mot nam nhin lai

A single test score
does not dictate
your whole life.

That belief, shared by Patrick Thoendel,
Manager of Learning Support at Fulbright,
captures a deeper truth about education:
progress is shaped over time, not by isolated
outcomes. Having worked closely with
students for more than five years, Patrick
has focused not only on academic skills,
but also on helping students understand
what success truly means, how to overcome
challenges, and why a single test score
should never dictate their sense of self or
future.

When familiar points of stability are tested,
what matters most is the ability to keep
learning, adapting, and holding faith in the
long-term value of education. At Fulbright,
that belief is sustained through everyday,
deeply “human” work.

Le Nguyen Thien Huong joined Fulbright
in 2019 and has since served in multiple
roles—from Admissions to Development,
and now the President’s Office. Reflecting

on her journey, she shared: “I met many
students when they were still in high
school, then accompanied them
through Fulbright, watched them
graduate, and step out into the
world—some even returning as my
colleagues. Growing alongside them,
and with Fulbright, has been one of
the most meaningful experiences of
my life—one that probably happens
only once.”

I

Truong Minh Hoa,
Tha thu’/ Librarian

“Muoi tam nam oan bo véi Fulbright giup toi
hiéu rang nhting giai doan bat dinh khong
phai la dau ngat cua hanh trinh, ma chinh la
nhip tu nhién cua moi con duong co y nghia”.

Year in Review 2025 15
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For many across the Fulbright community, this belief has
been strengthened through time. Some have spent nearly
three decades here, watching Fulbright grow from an idea
into what it is today. Some have chosen to leave—and to
return—when they realized they believed in education...
more than they had expected.

As Truong Minh Hoa, Librarian, reflected: “Eighteen years
with Fulbright have shown me that uncertainty is not a
break in the journey, but a natural rhythm of any path worth
taking. Even through moments of instability, choosing to
move forward together has strengthened my confidence in
the path we are on—and in the future ahead.”

It is this shared belief—carried by members from Baby
Boomers to Gen Z, shaped through daily commitment and

long-standing relationships—that continues to bind the
Fulbright community together.

“Eighteen years with Fulbright have
shown me that uncertainty is not a
break in the journey, but a natural
rhythm of any path worth taking.”

16 2025 - Mot ném nhin lai
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Nhitng khodnh khéc dang tw’ héao

“Trong mot nam nhicu bién dong, nhing /thélnh tuu
cua sinh vién tré thanh nhting khoanh khac dinh hinh
ro nét. Nhiing cau chuyén cua cac ban cung co niem
tin cua toi rang Fulbright Ia mot b¢é phong viing chac,
noi sinh vién dugc nuoi dudng nang lyc, xay dung su tu
tin va tung budc dinh hinh tiém nang, khong phan biét
xuat phat diem”,

— Tién si Tran Vinh Linh, Gidng vién Todn Ung dung

HOC THUAT VU'NG VANG, NGHIEN CU'U CHUYEN SAU
Strong Academic Foundations, Deep Research

Luong Ngoc Chung nhén Gidi Sylvia
Forman 2025 (bac dai hoc) tu Hiép hoi
Nhan hoc NI quyén cho khda luén vé céc
nghi thi'c xoay quanh mét thai trong x& hoi
Viét Nam ducdng dai.

Lé Van Thanh Luan (nganh Khoa hoc
Tich hgp) dat Giai Nhi Giai thudng Nghién
clu Khoa hoc Sinh vién Euréka lan th 27
(2025) & linh vuc Sinh hoc v&i nghién citu
vé vi khudn ndi sinh va cay tréng thich tng
bién d6i khi hau.

By sinh vién t6t nghiép nganh Todn Ung
dung gdbm Céng Thanh, Nhat Tan, Hong
Ha, Ngoc Ha, Khué T4, Vi Minh va Ha Huy
dugc nhan vao céac chuong trinh Thac si
va Tién si tai cac truong dai hoc hang dau
thé gidi, cing céc hoc béng Ién t&i 100%.

Hé Bao Tran (nganh Khoa hoc Tich hop)
nhan hoc béng toan phan bac Thac si tir
Chinh pht Nhéat Ban.

V6 Linh Pan (nganh Lich s) tring tuyén
chuong trinh Tién si Lich s tai Dai hoc
Bang Michigan (Hoa Ky).

20 2025 - Mot nam nhin lai

Luong Ngoc Chung received the 2025
Sylvia Forman Award (Undergraduate)
from the Association for Feminist
Anthropology for his capstone on
rituals surrounding pregnancy loss in
contemporary Vietnam.

Le Van Thanh Luan (Integrated Sciences)
won Second Prize at the 27th Euréka
Student Scientific Research Award (2025)
in Biology for his research on endophytic
bacteria and climate-resilient  crop
development.

Seven Applied Mathematics graduates
Cong Thanh, Nhat Tan, Hong Ha, Ngoc
Ha, Khue Tu, Vu Minh, and Ha Huy
were admitted to top Master’s and PhD
programs worldwide, with scholarships of
up to 100%.

Ho Bao Tran (Integrated Sciences)
received a full Master’s scholarship from
the Government of Japan.

Vo Linh Dan (History) was admitted to the
History PhD program at Michigan State
University (USA).

Pham Nguyén Hoang Lé (nganh Khoa hoc
Tich hgp) dugc nhan vao Dai hoc Bang
Arizona v3i hoc béng toan phan.

Ngd Minh Anh Khang nhan hoc béng toan
phan sau dai hoc TSE, theo hoc tai Dai hoc
Kinh t&€ & Chinh tri Dai Bac, dudi su’ quan
ly hoc thuét ctia Dai hoc Thanh Hoa Quéc
gia.

Nguyén Thi Kim Hoa (Khda 2024, nganh
Lich s) trinh bay nghién ciu vé khing
hoang ngudi ti nan noi dia tai Quang Tri
giai doan 1965-1975 tai Saigon Social
Sciences Hub.

Nguyén Huy Hoang (Khéa 2025) trinh
bay khda luan vé hinh tuong Ca Ong tai
Ho&i nghi Biennial 2025 cuia Hiép hoi Nhan
hoc Ton gidgo (Bai hoc California, Santa
Barbara).

Nguyén Cao Minh Tuan va Nguyén Hoang
Thang gianh Giai Khuyén khich Olympic
Toan hoc Sinh vién toan quéc.

Defining Moments

Pham Nguyen Hoang Le (Integrated
Sciences) was admitted to Arizona State
University with a full scholarship.

Ngo Minh Anh Khang received a full
TSE graduate scholarship, pursuing
postgraduate study at Taipei University of
Economics and Political Science under
the academic management of National
Tsinghua University.

Nguyen Thi Kim Hoa (Class of 2024,
History) presented her research oninternal
displacementin Quang Tri(1965-1975) at
Saigon Social Sciences Hub.

Nguyen Huy Hoang (Class of 2025)
presented his capstone on the figure of
Ca Ong at the 2025 Biennial Conference
of the Society for the Anthropology of
Religion (University of California, Santa
Barbara).

Nguyen Cao Minh Tuan and Nguyen
Hoang Thang won Consolation Prizes
at the National Student Mathematics
Olympiad.

“In a tumultuous year, the achievements of our

undergraduate graduates stand out as defining
moments. They reaffirm our belief that Fulbright
is a strong launchpad for students—where talent is
nurtured, confidence is built, and potential takes
shape, regardless of background.”

— Dr. Tran Vinh Linh, Faculty member in Applied Mathematics
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KIEN TAO GIA TRI CHO CONG PONG VA THE GIO|
Learning in Service of the World

Nguyén Phan Quang Anh, L& Thi Héng
Phic va Lé Khanh Huyén dai dién Viét
Nam tham du’ hdi nghi hoc thuat tai Dai
hoc Harvard, dong goép goc nhin sinh vién
trong céc thao luén quéc té.

Déng Thi Hai Yén dugc chon lam Thuc
tap sinh Nghién cltu Stic khde Tam than
tai Truong Y t€ Coéng cong Harvard TH.
Chan va Trg ly Nghién cttu tai Bai hoc
Wisconsin—-Madison (Hoa Ky).

Nguyén Thanh Ha nhén Gidy khen cla
Lién Hap Quéce cho nhirng déng gdp trong
béo vé mdi trudng, chéng suy dinh dudng
tré em va thic day cic Muc tiéu Phat trién
Bén virng dén nam 2030.

Nguyén Phuc Thién Khoa dugc trao Hoc
béng WWEF, tham gia céc hoat déng béo
ton va phét trién bén virng.

Nhém sinh vién “Chét trong t6i” (nganh
Nghién cttu Truyén thong va Nghé thuét)
gianh gidi tai du’ an phim ngan, phan anh
tiéng ndi cé nhan va nhirng van dé x& hoi
duong dai.

Hai cuu sinh vién Fulbright, Goddé va
Xhelebi, hop tac trong du’ an Garden of
Solitude, két hdp nghé thuét pop, siéu
thuc va thdm my Camp dé kham phé ban
s&c va biéu dat cé nhan.

2025 - Mét néam nhin lai

Nguyen Phan Quang Anh, Le Thi Hong
Phuc, and Le Khanh Huyen represented
Viethnam at an academic conference at
Harvard University, contributing student
perspectives to global dialogue.

Dong Thi Hai Yen was selected as a
Mental Health Research Intern at Harvard
T.H. Chan School of Public Health and as
a Research Assistant at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison (USA).

Nguyen Thanh Ha received a United
Nations Certificate of Commendation for
contributions to environmental protection,
child nutrition, and the advancement of
the UN Sustainable Development Goals
toward 2030.

Nguyen Phuc Thien Khoa was awarded
a WWF Fellowship, contributing
to conservation and  sustainable
development initiatives.

The “Chet trong toi” student team (Art &
Media Studies) received an award for its
short film project, reflecting contemporary
social narratives.

Fulbright alumni Goddé and Xhelebi
collaborated on Garden of Solitude, an
Art-Pop project blending surrealism, Camp
aesthetics, and Vietnamese influences to
explore identity and self-expression.

tives.

Defining Moments

SANG TAO, DOI MG VA PHAT TRIEN SU NGHIEP
Entrepreneurship, Innovation & Career Pathways

AliStep gianh Nhat cudéc thi RMIT
Accessibility Design Competition (ADC)
2025 vdi gidi phap cong nghé ho trg kha
nang tiép can trong di chuyén, huéng t&i
tac dong xa hoi.

Glavita, déi sinh vién lién nganh cula
Fulbright, gianh Giai Dac biét tai Chung két
Khu vic Chau A-Théi Binh Duong Global
Sustainability Challenge 2025-26 va tr@
thanh mot trong mudi doi dai dién khu vuc
tién vao Chung két Toan cau, v3i du’ én tai
ché thiy tinh thay thé cét tu’ nhién.

4D - BONDE gianh Giéi Nhi Chuong trinh
Khai nghiép TEC 2025 vdi gidi phap co
hoc Iy con ngudi lam trung tam nham cai
thién kha néng ti€p can trong doi séng.

Nguyén Phic Thién Khoa va Hoang
Lé Minh Nhat gianh Giai Nhat Youth
Hackathon 2025 (Vién Cong nghé Chau
A phsi hop UNESCO, Théi Lan) v&i du én
nudi luan tai Dong bang séng Cltu Long.

Nguyén Hoai Thuong tr& thanh Quén
quan Marketing Arena 2025.

Sinh vién tét nghiép Khéa 2025 cla
Fulbright phéat trién sy nghiép tai céc t6
chiic trong linh vuc céng nghé, tu van
va khu vuc cong nhu Shopee, Unilever,
McKinsey & Company, va B6 Gido duc va
bao tao.

AllIStep won the First prize at RMIT
Accessibility Design Competition (ADC)
2025 for its technology-driven mobility
accessibility solution, advancing inclusive
design for social impact.

Glavita a cross-disciplinary student team,
won the Special Prize at the Asia—Pacific
Regional Finals of the Global Sustainability
Challenge 2025-26 and advanced as
one of ten regional teams to the Global
Finale, with a project recycling glass into
alternatives to natural sand.

4D - BONDE won Second Prize at the
TEC Startup Program 2025 with a human-
centered mechanical solution improving
everyday accessibility.

Nguyen Phuc Thien Khoa and Hoang
Le Minh Nhat won First Prize at the
Youth Hackathon 2025 (Asian Institute of
Technology in collaboration with UNESCO,
Thailand) with a project on eel farming in
the Mekong Delta.

Nguyen Hoai Thuong was crowned
Champion of Marketing Arena 2025.

Fulbright Class of 2025 graduates
have gone on to build their careers at
leading organizations across technology,
consulting, and the public sector, including
Shopee, Unilever, McKinsey & Company,
and the Ministry of Education and Training.
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“Hién Fulbright dang & giai doan Ung
Vién (Candidacy) trong quy trinh kiém
dinh cGa NECHE* V&i t6i, kiém dinh
chét lugng gido duc khéng chi nham
ddp ¢ng céc chuan muc quéc té, ma
con 1a hanh trinh tu soi chiéu mot
cach nghiém tdc va cé hé théng. Toi
tin rang ky luat hoc thuat, cung vai su
nhat quan va minh bach trong ting chi
ti€t nho, chinh la nén tang cho sy phat
trién bén vitng cla Fulbright trong béi
canh gigo duc khéng ngling thay doi”

“Fulbright has been granted candidate for
accreditation status by NECHE* To me,
quality assurance is not only about meeting
international standards, but also about
rigorously and systematically examining
ourselves. | believe that academic discipline—
together with consistency and transparency
in the smallest details—forms the foundation
for Fulbright’s sustainable growth in an ever-
changing educational landscape.”

-Lé Thi Héng Gém,
Chuyén vién Bam béo Chét luiong Cép cao /
Quality Assurance Senior Advisor

*ny ban Gido duc Dai hoc New England / New England
Commission of Higher Education (NECHE)




“2025 la moét ndm nhiéu thd
thach. Nam nay budc toi quay
tré vé v3i nhirng diéu can ban:
con ngudi, gia tri va long can
dam. Toi biét on vi cé mot tp
thé va nhitng con ngudi ludn
ti€p thém dong luc cho toi moi
ngay, va vi chiing t6i van cé ca
hoi tiép tuc cong viéc day y
nghia, trao quyén dé sinh vién
phat huy tron ven tiém nang
cla minh”.

“2025 was a challenging year. It
brought me backto the fundamentals:
people, values, and courage. | am
grateful for a team and community
that continue to motivate me every
day, and for the opportunity to
keep doing meaningful work —
empowering students to reach their
fullest potential.”

-Lé Nguyén Ngoc Trém, Trudng phong
Tham vén Tém ly / Manager of Counseling Services

“Chuing toi tin rang hanh trinh hoc thuét tr& nén gid tri
hon khi hoc vién & nhiéu dé tudi, linh vuc va giai doan
khéac nhau cung nhau hoc hdi va phét trién”.

“We believe learning grows stronger when it brings together
people across ages, disciplines, and stages of life.”

- Christopher Abrams,
Phd Chd tich Biéu hanh va Phét trién
/ Vice President for Operations and Business Development
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“Mét cong dong manh la cong dong
trao lai co hoi, dé ngudi tré Viét Nam tu
tin tao ra tac dong dai han”.

‘A strong community is one that gives
opportunities back, so young peoplein Vietnam
can confidently create long-term impact.”

-Lé Kiéu Oanh, Sinh vién / Cuu sinh vién, Truéng phong
Chién Iuioc va Phét trién tai Copper Mountain Energy /
Alumna, Strategic Planning Manager, Copper Mountain Energy

“2025 la nam em hoc cach budc ra khoi
su’ im lang — khoéng phéi dé d&t minh vao
tam diém, ma dé nhin thang vao nhitng
diéu minh da trai qua, chiu trach nhiém vai
nhing Iua chon clia ban than, va tin rang
nhi’ng trai nghiém &y ¢ thé tao ra gia tri
cho nguGi khac. La mét phan clia Fulbright,
em hoc khong chi dé hiéu, ma dé bién sy
t(r t€ thanh hanh dong, gil? trach nhiém vdi
cong déng, va tin rang ngay ca nhitng nd
luc Nhd bé cling cd thé tao nén y nghia khi
phia sau 1& mét cong dong biét lang nghe,
quan tam va nang dd”.

“2025 was the year | learned to step out of silence —
not to place myself in the spotlight, but to honestly
face what | have been through, take responsibility
for my choices, and believe that those experiences
can create value for others. Being a part of Fulbright
has taught me to not only to learn for understanding,
but turn kindness into action, stay accountable

to the community, and trust that even small efforts
can matter when there is a caring, listening, and
supportive community behind me.”

-Lé Thi Kiéu Thoa, Sinh vién / Student
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Tai dinh nghia

khuon kho 16p hoc

ac hoat dong day va hoc tai Truong
‘ Dai hoc Fulbright Viét Nam khong gidi

han trong bén blc tudng IGp hoc.
Ngay tU ngay dau, Fulbright Iva chon mét mo
hinh gido duc trao quyén cho sinh vién budc
ra doi séng thuc, tw dan dat qua trinh hoc
tap clia minh thong qua trai nghiém, Iua chon
va tréch nhiém cé nhan. B3i 1&, chuén bi cho
tuong lai khong thé chi dua vao sach v3 hay
ly thuyét.

Trong thuc t&, “I8p hoc” tai Fulbright ¢ thé
la nht’ng chuyén di thuc dia tai dia phuong,
nhi*ng budi déi thoai chinh sach, céc khéng
gian sang tao trong khuodn vién trudng, hay
nhitng dy an ndi sinh vién truc tiép dua y
tudng vao thir nghiém va dugc phan bién tir
thuc t&. Thong qua dd, sinh vién va hoc vién
khong chi ti€p nhan kién thic, ma con tham
gia cht déng vao viéc dinh hinh cach hoc clia
chinh minh trong nhi*ng béi cénh phic tap.
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eaching and learning at Fulbright
TUniversity Vietham are not confined to

the four walls of a classroom. From the
outset, Fulbright has chosen an educational
model that entrusts students with ownership
of their learning, encouraging them to
step into real-world contexts where social
complexity, civic responsibility, and lived
experience are unavoidable. Preparing for
the future, the University believes, cannot
rely on textbooks and theory alone.

In practice, a “classroom” at Fulbright may
take the form of local fieldwork, policy
dialogues, creative spaces on campus, or
student-led projects, where ideas are tested,
challenged, and refined through lived reality.
In these settings, students and graduate
learners do not simply receive knowledge;
they actively shape how learning happens—
making choices, taking responsibility, and
engaging with uncertainty.

Redefining the
Classroom

“Trong cac I8p hoc nhap moén cla toi, toi ludbn nhan
manh vd&i sinh vién, nhiéu ban trong s6 dé lan dau
doc céc bai nghién cltu, rang phan néi dung chinh
clia mét bai bdo khoa hoc phai dugc bat dau tir dong
luc nghién ctu. B&i néu bai viét khdng cham t&i diéu
chung ta thuc su’ quan tam, thi chang cé ly do gi dé
ti€p tuc doc.

Tri thiric khong ton tai dé ditng yén trong
I8p hoc, ma dé dudc van dung va tiép
tuc phat trién cung thé gici”.

“l always point out to students in my introductory classes, many
of whom are reading research papers for the first time, that a
paper’s main text always starts with its motivations. Because if
it doesn’t address something we care about, there is no point
reading on.

Knowledge is not a static thing confined to the classroom; it is
meant to be applied and to evolve with the world around us.”

- TS. Nguyén Thi Hoang Lan, Phd Gism déc Quan ly Chuong trinh Gidng day /
Associate Dean for Curriculum



“Chuing em tin rang gido duc dai hoc can la noi nhitng
khac biét dugc gap g8, chat van va m& rong géc nhin
Vvé thé gidi”.

“We believe higher education should be a space where different

perspectives meet, sometimes disagree, and always learn and
grow through dialogue.”

- Nguyén Thi Thanh Mai, Khog 2026, Déng séng 14p du’ én AllStep /
Class of 2026, Co-founder of AllStep

Redefining the classroom

Hoc tap gitta nhing phdc hop

clia doi song

6t trong nhitng céach Fulbright t6
M chic viéc hoc rd nét nhat 1a dat sinh

vién va hoc vién vao boi canh phai
tru'c ti€p doi dién v3i céc thach thic clia doi
séng thuc. Thang 6 vira qua, Khoa Thac si
Chinh sach Cong 2026 tham gia chuyén hoc
tap thuc dia chuyén sau tai tinh Binh Dinh.
Trong ba ngay, 62 hoc vién lam viéc vdi chinh
quyén dia phuong, khdo sat cac du an phat
trién va quan sat truc tiép qua trinh trién khai
chinh séch tai dia ban.

Chuyén di dua céc khai niém chinh sach von
triru tuong tré vé didng béi canh ma ching
dugc dp dung: mét tinh ven bién dang déng
thdi gidi bai toan phat trién kinh t& viing, quan
ly méi truong va béo tén di san van hod. HO
Tran Phuong Théo, hoc vién chuyén nganh
Phan tich Chinh séch, chia sé: “Buoc ggp g6
ngu'di dédn va cén bd dia phu'ong gidp téi hiéu
ré hon nhrng khoé khan khi chinh sach di vao
cudc séng. Qua da, téi cang thdm thia trach
nhiém va thach thu'c cia mét nha hoach dinh
chinh sach trong tuong lai”.

defining feature of Fulbright’s
Aapproach is the way students

engage directly with complex,
real-world challenges. In June 2025, the
Master of Public Policy (MPP) Class of
2026 undertook an intensive field study
in Binh Dinh province. Over three days, 62
students worked with local authorities,
visited development sites, and observed
how policies unfold in practice.

The experience connected abstract policy
concepts to the real-world challenges of
a coastal province navigating economic
development, environmental governance,
and cultural heritage preservation. H6 Tran
Phuong Thao, a Policy Analysis student,
reflected: “Meeting residents and local
officials helped me understand the real
difficulties policies face once they leave
the page. It made the responsibility and
the challenge of being a future policymaker
much more tangible.”
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Tai dinh nghia khudn khd I8 hoe

M6t vi du khac cho céch hoc tap duoc thiét
k& dé d6i dién vdi tinh phiic hap clia thé gidi
la hoc phan Developing Vietnam (Viét Nam
trén dudng phat trién) - mén hoc duoc déng
giang day bdi giang vién Fulbright va Dai hoc
Dartmouth (Hoa Ky). L&p hoc mang tinh lién
nganh, quy tu sinh vién Viét Nam va Hoa Ky
cung nghién cu tién trinh phét trién clia Viét
Nam tU nhiéu ldng kinh khéc nhau, bao gom
lich st, moi trudng, x& hoi va kinh té.

Piém c6t 16i clia mdén hoc ndm & mé hinh
hoc tap dua trén du én két hop vdi giao luu
xuyén van hod. Giang vién khéng cung cap
s&n cau tra 15§, ma trao quyén cho sinh vién
dat cau hdi, lua chon céch tiép can va chiu
trach nhiém vailap luan ctia chinh minh. Sinh
vién hai quéc gia lam viéc trong cdc nhém
nho, sau dé cung tham gia céc chuyén di
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thuc dia khi doan Fulbright sang Hoa Ky va
doan Dartmouth sang Viét Nam. Qua trinh
hoc budc sinh vién lién tuc chat van nhitng
gia dinh quen thudc va ma rong céch tu’ duy.

Minh Tuén, sinh vién Fulbright theo hoc song
nganh Todn Ung dung va Khoa hoc Mdy
tinh, da ti'ing cho rang mén hoc nay khoéng
lién quan nhiéu dén dinh hudng hoc tap clia
minh. Tuy nhién, tréi nghiém thuc t€ da mang
lai cho Tu&n mot gée nhin khac: “Mén hoc
giup em nhéan ra réng céc tién bé khoa hoc
va cong nghé, bén canh nhing gia tri tich
cut, cling c6 thé tao ra nhitng téc déng xa
hoi phure tap. Chinh sy’ than trong do gidp
em tu’ duy ré réng hon khi phét trién céc sén
phém céng nghé cd y nghia ldu dai cho xé
hor”.

Another illustration of learning through
complexity is Developing Vietnam, a
course co-taught by Fulbright faculty and
professors from Dartmouth College in the
United States. Interdisciplinary in nature,
the course brings together students from
Vietnam and the U.S. to examine Vietnam’s
development through multiple lenses,
including history, environment, society, and
€conomics.

What distinguishes Developing Vietnam
is its project-based, cross-cultural design.
Faculty do not provide predetermined
answers. Instead, students are given
the authority to frame questions,
choose analytical approaches, and take
responsibility for their arguments. Working
in mixed teams, they conduct research and
participate in field visits during exchanges

Learning Amid
Real-World
Complexity

Redefining the classroom

when Fulbright students travel to the U.S.
and Dartmouth students come to Vietnam.
The process requires students to continually
interrogate assumptions not only about
Vietnam, but about how knowledge itself is
constructed.

Minh Tuén, a Fulbright student double-
majoring in Applied Mathematics and
Computer Science, initially saw little
connection between the course and his
academic focus. That perception shifted
through experience. “The course helped
me realize that scientific and technological
advances, while beneficial, can also create
complex social consequences,” he shared.
“That awareness has made me more
deliberate in how | think about building
technology that has lasting value for society.”

Here, learning is not about affirming
prior beliefs, but about developing
judgment through exposure, dialogue, and
responsibility.
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“Toi mang tu’ duy phan bién va liém chinh nghé
nghiép ti Fulbright vao cong viéc, dé tao ra gia
tri bén virng cho Viét Nam”.

“Em tu hao vi méi trudng hoc thuat & Fulbright
déa nudi dudng su tu’ do va ti mitrong tu’ duy cua
em. Hoc tap va trudng thanh tai day gilp em
nhin nhan x& hoi theo nhiéu chiéu kich, tré nén
tu tin hon vai tiéng ndi clia chinh minh, va dat
nén mong vitng chac cho hanh trinh hoc thuét
phia trudc”.

‘ “l bring critical thinking and professional integrity from
Fulbright into my work, with the aim of creating sustainable
value for Vietnam.”

- Phan Thuc Anh, Chuyén vién Phan tich Mua ban va Sp nhdp (M&A),
Deloitte/ Mergers and Acquisitions Analyst, Deloitte

‘I am proud that Fulbright’'s academic environment
nurtured both freedom and rigor in my thinking. Learning
here helped me view society through multiple lenses,
become more confident in my own voice, and build a
strong foundation for my academic journey ahead.”

-Dang Hoai Linh, Nghién ciu sinh Tién si, Bai hoc Yale (Hoa Ky) /
PhD Candidate, Yale University (USA)




Tai dinh nghia khudn khd I8 hoe

B&i dap
nang luc lanh dao

va trach nhiém cong dan

uyén chi dong trong hoc tap tiép tuc

dugc ma réng thong qua céc sang

kién do chinh sinh vién dan dat. Tai
Fulbright, ndng luc 1&nh dao va trach nhiém
cong dan khong dugc day nhu mot khai
niém, ma dugc hinh thanh thdng qua nhirng
du an sinh vién tu khdi xuéng va chiu trach
nhiém dén cung.

AllStep va 4D-BONDE I3 hai vi du tiéu biéu
cho céch sinhvién chuyén trithirc thanh hanh
dong xa hoi. AllStep la moét du an khdi nghiép
do sinh vién dan dat, tap trung phat trién céc
gidi phap di chuyén théng minh cho ngudi
khuyét tat, trong dé cé thiét bi tap di thong

minh danh cho tré em mac bai ndo. Gianh giai
Nhat tai Cudc thi RMIT Accessibility Design
Competition 2025, du’ én cho thay tu duy
k§ thuat cé thé bét ngudn tir su’ thau cam vi
nhan sinh va dugc kiém chiing qua tac déng
thuc té.

Tuong tu, 4D-BONDE hudng t&i cong nghé
chi nhan tao véi chi phi hop Iy, v8i san phdm
dau tién la canh tay gia da chiic nédng dugc
déng séng tao cung chinh ngudi khuyét tat.
Théng qua viéc don gién hoé céu tric co
hoc va dua ngudi st dung tham gia truc ti€p
vao qua trinh thiét k& nhdm du’ én phat trién
nhitng céng cu hd trg vira hiéu quéa vira dé

tiép can. Dy an dugc lua chon trung bay tai
Trién 1dm Gidi thudng Human Act Prize ndm
2025, ghi nhan cho céch ti€p can sang tao
va tédc dong xa hdi rd nét.

AllStep xudt sdc gianh Gidi Nhét tai cudc thi RMIT
Accessibility Design Competition (ADC) 2025.

AllStep was awarded First Prize at the 2025 RMIT
Accessibility Design Competition.

AllStep tham gia giao luu va th?
nghiém san pham cing céu
lac bo Boccia cua HEi Neuoi
trudng thanh séng chung voi
bai ndo Viét Nam (CPAV).

AllStep tested its products in
collaboration with the Boccia
Club of the Vietnam Cerebral
Palsy Adults Association.
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B khdp da nang 4D-BONDE
vén hanh béng co hoc, t6i uu
cho st dung hang ngay va c6

muc chi phi dé tiép cén.

The 4D-BONDE
multifunctional mechanical
Joint is optimized for daily use
and designed to be affordable.

he same principle of student agency
Textends into leadership development.
At Fulbright, leadership and civic
responsibility are not taught as abstract
concepts; they are formed through student-

led initiatives, where students assume
ownership from idea to impact.

Two suchinitiatives, AlIStep and 4D-BONDE,
have gained national recognition for social
innovation. AllStep is a student-led startup
developing smart mobility solutions for

Redefining the classroom

LE TRAO GlA

ng Hanh dong vi cong dong 21

Sinh vién Nhu” Mudi (Go
dai tréng), Doéng séng
lép 4D-BONDE tham du’
Lé Trao Gidi Gidi thuGng
Hanh déng vi cong dong
Human Act Prize 2025.

Nhu Muoi (in a white ao
dai), Co-founder of 4D
- BONDE, attended the
Human Act Prize 2025
Awards Ceremony.

P

people with disabilities, including intelligent
walkers designed for children with cerebral
palsy. Awarded First Prize at the Accessibility
Design Competition, the project
demonstrates how engineering and design
can emerge from human-centered empathy
and be validated through real-world use.

Similarly, 4D-BONDE focuses on affordable
prosthetic technology. Its first product, a
multifunctional prosthetic arm, was co-
created with persons with disabilities.
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Tai dinh nghia khudn khd I8 hoe

Nguyén An Ninh trinh bay luén vén thac si
phén tich kha néng tiép can tuyén metro
tai TRHCM bang mé hinh di? liéu.

Nguyen An Ninh presented his master’s
thesis analyzing metro accessibility in Ho
Chi Minh City using data modeling:

Mot minh chi’ng khac cho cach Fulbright
két néi khoa hoc dif liéu vaSi trach nhiém
coéng dan la luan van thac si clia Nguyén
An Ninh (Thac si Chinh sach Cong, khoa
2025). Trong nghién ciu cta minh, Ninh
tap trung vao bai toan quy hoach giao
thong cong cong tai Thanh phd HO Chi
Minh. Bang mé hinh mang Iudi ma rong
theo thoi gian, anh mé phéng hon 5
triéu hanh trinh nham danh gia kha nang
ngudi dan ti€p can tuyén Metro s6 1 trong
tuong lai thdng qua nhiéu phuong thic di
chuyén.

TU cdc m6 phong do, Ninh xay dung mot
“ban do giao thong séng” clia thanh phd,
cho théy theo ting khung gi® nhirng khu
vuc cé két ndi hiéu qua cling nhu’ nhirng
diém con han ché. Phan tich di liéu I&n
theo thai gian thuc gidip anh tao ra nguén
bang chitng c6 gid tri cho cong téc hoach
dinh chinh sach va phét trién dé thi theo
dinh huéng giao thdng cong cong.
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AllStep, 4D-BONDE hay Ban do giao thong chi
la mét vai vi du trong s6 nhiéu nd Iuc van dung
tri thiic dé déi mdi vi loi ich chung tai Fulbright.
Céc sang kién ky thuét chi thuc su cé y nghia
khi sinh vién dugc trao quyén dan dat, va khi
gidi phap dugc dét trong béi canh nhu cau cu
thé clia cong dong.

Redefining the classroom

By simplifying mechanical structures and involving users
throughout the design process, the student team developed
assistive tools that are both effective and accessible. The
project was selected for showcase at the Human Act Prize
Exhibition in 2025, recognizing its creative approach and
measurable social impact.

Another example of student-led, civic-minded work is the
master’s thesis of Nguyén An Ninh (MPP Class of 2025).
His research addressed a pressing urban challenge: public
transit planning in Ho Chi Minh City. Using a time-expanded
network model, Ninh simulated more than five million journeys
to evaluate how residents might access the future Metro Line
1 via different modes of transport.

From these simulations, he produced a dynamic, “living”
transit map that reveals hour by hour where connectivity is
strong and where gaps remain. By applying real-time, large-
scale data analysis, Ninh generated evidence with practical
value for urban policy and transit-oriented development.

Taken together, AllStep, 4D-BONDE, and the transit
accessibility mapillustrate a consistent principle in Fulbright’s
educational design: technical innovation gains meaning
when students are entrusted to lead, and when solutions
respond to concrete community needs.

Building Leadership and
Civic Responsibility
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Tai dinh nghia khudn khd I8 hoe Redefining the classroom

Poi séng sinh vién la mét phan
cta mo hinh hoc tap

ai Fulbright, quyén chd déng trong

hoc tap khong dirng lai & chuong trinh

chinh khod, ma tiép tuc dugc mé rong
trong ddi séng sinh vién. Hoat dong ngoai
khod khong dugc thiét k& dé “cé dau moc”,
ma la khéng gian dé sinh vién hoc céch t6
churc, hgp tac va chiu trach nhiém vdi céac
sang kién cla chinh minh.

Dy én thuong nién “Tét — Tam — Tinh” 1a mot
vi du tiéu biéu. Du’ &n do Cau lac bd Kich, Cau
lac b6 Su kién va Cau lac bd Phét trién Cong
déng phéi hop t6 chire, dudc sinh vién xay
dung nhu mét chudi hoat déng kéo dai nhiéu
thang, két hgp nghé thuat va cong téc cong
dong theo hudng bén vitng.

V&i Tét - Tam - Tinh, sinh vién chd déng thiét
ké& céc hoat dong gay quy séng tao dé tao
ngudn luc 1au dai cho céc chuang trinh thién
nguyén. Sau dém dién, toan bd sb tién gay
qu,y CTU’Q’\C s d_L;fng cho Cbuyer,] dIACQng dorjg (Long An): Khéng coi day chi'la hoat déng trao
dén Trudng Tieu hoc My Quy Dong’ Huyen tang vat phém, céc ban danh thoi gian doc
bBuc Hué, Tinh Long An. séch, hd tro’ /YOC tap, tro chuyén va té chiic céc
hoat déng géan két vai cac em nhd.

Chuyén di & Trudng Tiéu hoc My Quy Déng

The trip to My Quy Dong Primary School (Long
An Province): Rather than a one-time donation,
the visit to My Quy Dong Primary School was
approached as a learning experience—reading
with children, supporting activities, and building
connection.
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Tai dinh nghia khudn khd I8 hoe

Pém dién Tét- Tém - Tinh 2025 vdJi
vG kich “Lung Linh Vun V&”

Tét - Tém - Tinh 2025 theater
night featuring the play “Lung
Linh Vun V&” (Shattered
Sparkles).

Sinh vién khong coi day chi la hoat dong
trao tdng vat pham. Céc ban danh thoi gian
doc séach, ho trg hoc tap, trd chuyén va té
chlic céc hoat déng gan két véi cac em nhd.
Chuyén di tré thanh mét hanh trinh hoc tap,
nai sinh vién hoc céch ldng nghe, thau hiéu
va diéu chinh céch tiép can khi lam viéc vai
nhirng cong déng cé hoan canh khac biét.

Khanh Nam, sinh vién Kinh t& hoc, da gan
bé véi Tét - Tam - Tinh cé ba mua va gi? vai
trd dao dién cla v3 kich mua 3, chia sé: “Khi
sinh vién tir sén khdu, té chi'c su’kién va hoat
déng cong déng cung lam viéc chung, két
qué tao ra Idn hon rét nhiéu. Quan trong hon,
chdng em hoc duoc bai hoc thuc sy’ vé lam
viéc nhdm va lanh dao”. Nguyén Thi Phuong,
Trudng Ban T6 chufc, cling cho rang du’ én
vuo't xa khudn khé clia mét hoat déng ngoai
khod thong thuong, khi nghé thuat tr& thanh
cach thuc hanh trach nhiém xa hoi.
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M6t khan gid cla v& dién ndm nay, chi Dang Thi
Ngoc Huyén, C6 van Hudng nghiép, Hé théng
TH Schools Viét Nam cho biét:“Tét - Tém - Tinh
khéng chi thé hién su’ séng tao va tai néng cda
sinh vién Fulbright, ma con cho thdy céch céac
ban trudng thanh cung nhau qua hop tac, trach
nhiém va nhirng théng diép nhén vén cham dén
cong déng”.

Sau cung, gidao duc “vugt ra ngoai Idp hoc” tai
Fulbright khéng xuét phat ti* khdu hiéu, ma t
lva chon trao quyén cho sinh vién: quyén chi
déng trong viéc hoc, quyén dan dat sang kién,
va quyén chiu trach nhiém vai tac déng ma minh
tao ra trong cong déng. Nho dé, khi tét nghiép,
sinh vién Fulbright mang theo khong chi tri thire,
ma con cé nang luc hanh déng, su’ thau cadm va
kha nang tu’ dan dat con dudng hoc tap va déng
g6p xa hoi ctia chinh minh.

t Fulbright, student agency extends
Abeyond formal coursework into
student life itself. Extracurricular
activities are not designed as résumeé
checkpoints, but as spaces where students

learn to organize, collaborate, and take
responsibility for initiatives they lead.

A clear example is Tét - Tam - Tinh, an annual
student-led project now in its third year. Co-
organized by the Fulbright Theater, Fulbright
Event Hub, and Fulbright's Community
Improvement & Development Organization
(CIDO), the project unfolds over several
months, combining artistic production
with community engagement through a
sustainable model.

Students design creative fundraising
activities, using performance as a means to
mobilize resources responsibly. Proceeds
from the annual show support a community
service trip to the My Quy Dong Primary
School, Duc Hue District, Long An Province.

Importantly, students do not treat the trip as
a one-time donation effort. They approach
it as a learning experience - spending
time reading with children, supporting
learning activities, and creating spaces for
connection. Through these interactions,
students learn how to listen, adapt their
communication, and engage respectfully
with communities whose lived realities differ
from their own.

Student Life

as a Learning
Model

Redefining the classroom
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Khanh Nam, an Economics student and
young director who has worked on Tét-Tam -
Tinh across three seasons, reflected: “When
Students from theater, event management,
and community work come together,
the outcome is far more impactful. More
importantly, we learn what leadership and
teamwork really mean.” Nguyen Thi Phuong,
Head Organizer of the third season, added
that the project goes well beyond a typical
extracurricular activity, with art becoming a
way to practice social responsibility.

The impact of Tét - Tam - Tinh also resonated
with the audience. Dang Thi Ngoc Huyen,
Career Oirientation Counsellor at TH
Education Group Vietnam, shared: “Tét -
Tém - Tinh not only showcases the creativity
and talent of Fulbright students, but also
reveals how they grow together—through
collaboration, responsibility, and messages
that resonate deeply with the community.”

At  Fulbright, education “beyond the
classroom” is not a slogan. It is the result of a
deliberate choice to give students agency—
the agency to shape their learning, to lead
initiatives, and to take responsibility for
the consequences of their work in society.
Through this approach, Fulbright graduates
leave not only with knowledge, but with the
capacity to act, the judgment to navigate
complexity, and the confidence to lead their
own paths of learning and contribution.
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“Toi lam viéc vdi sinh vién bang tay nhiéu
hon béng 181, Y tudng nao cling phai qua
thi-sai, sira lai, t6i vu. Ba mugi nam &
Fulbright cho t6i thay: nhitng gia tri duoc
gilr lai khdng phai vi nghe hay, ma vi ching
gilip ngudi tré hién thuc hod nhirng y tudng
cé y nghia cho céng dong clia minh — du
ban [a nam hay n, du ban dén tir dau. Khi
diéu dé tiép tuc, téi tin Fulbright van dang
di dung hudng”.

“I work with students more through my hands than
my words. Every idea goes through trial and error,
revision, and optimization. Thirty years at Fulbright
have shown me that the values worth keeping are
not the ones that sound good, but the ones that help
young people turn meaningful ideas into reality for
their communities — regardless of who they are or
where they come from. As long as that continues, |
believe Fulbright is on the right path.”

-Lé Van Phuong,
Ky thuat vién Khéng gian Séng ché /
Makerspace Technician

e

Year in Review 2025 47



Viing re, vion xa:
Tu Viet Nam buoc ra

the gioi

Cau hai dat ra cho gigo duc dai hoc khong
chi I3 sinh vién cd thé di dudc bao xa. Quan
trong hon, ngudi tré mang theo diéu gi khi
budc ra thé gidi.

V&i Truong Dai hoc Fulbright Viét Nam, céu
tré 101 nam & hai y niém tudng chirng déi lap
nhung ludn song hanh: virng ré va vuon xa.
“Virng ré” 1a s hiéu biét sau sac vé ban than,
V& con ngudi, van hda va xa hoi noi minh sinh
ra. “Vuon xa” la nang luc budc vao cac moi
trudng hoc thuat, nghé nghiép va déi thoai
toan cau. Trén hanh trinh 8y, Fulbright khong
chimong dao tao nhirng cé nhan thanh céng,
ma con nudi dudng mét cong dong ham hoc
tap, biét quan tam va séng t té.

The question facing higher education today
is no longer simply how far students can go.
Rather, it is what young people carry with
them when they step into the world.

At Fulbright University Vietnam, the answer
lies in two ideas that may seem contradictory
yet always move together: being deeply
rooted and reaching outward. To be “rooted”
is to understand oneself and the people,
culture, and society from which one comes.
To “reach outward” is to develop the
capacity to participate in global academic,
professional, and civic conversations.
On this journey, Fulbright seeks not only
to educate successful individuals, but to
nurture a learning community that is curious,
compassionate, and socially responsible.

Roots and Wings:
From Vietnam to the World
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“Minh mudn ngudi tré két noi véi ky U,
khong phai dé hoai niém ma dé biét cach
song co trach nhiém vai tuong lai”.

“l want young people to reconnect with memory
— not out of nostalgia, but as a way to learn how to
live responsibly toward the future.”

- Nguyén Anh Thu; Sinh vién / Student




Vitng ré, vuon xa: Tir Viét Nam bud ra Thé gidi

Bat ré ti xa hoi
Viét Nam

Hinh énh thiét k& co'sé mdi
cua Truong Pai hoc Fulbright
Viét Nam tai Khu Céng nghé
cao TRHCM.

Architectural renderings
of the new campus

of Fulbright University
Vietnam at the Ho Chi
Minh City Hi-Tech Park.

inh than phung sy’ xa hoi Viét Nam cla
TFuIbright duoc thé hién ngay t cau

chuyén khdi ngudn 3 Nam hoc Bong
kién tao 2018 - mét md hinh chua ting ¢
tién 1& trong gido duc dai hoc Viét Nam. Khi
ay, 54 ngudi tré dén ti nhiéu tinh thanh d4
cung nhau tham gia xay dung mot truong dai
hoc mdi, v3i su déng hanh cla céc chuyén
gia gido duc trong nudc va quéc té. Cau hdi
trung tdm dugc dét ra la: Vi sao Fulbright tén
tai?

NGi céch khac, Nam hoc Dong kién tao khong
chi nhdm xay dung mét chuong trinh gido
duc. Pay con la khéng gian dé cong déng
Fulbright cling “bat mach” nhitng “ré mam”
dau tién ctia minh. Fulbright dang muén tra
|01 cau hoi gi cla xa héi Vit Nam? Ai dang
can nhi*ng cau tra I5i dé? Va lam thé nao dé
kién tao chan dung ngudi hoc ma nha truong
hudng t&i — nhitng con ngudi phat trién toan
dién, suy nghi déc Iap, biét 1dng nghe va séng
cung céng dong?

TU muc tiéu &y, Fulbright quyét dinh dp dung
triét ly gido duc khai phéng vao béi canh Viét
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Nam théng qua phuong phap hoc tap lién
nganh. Nhitng khai niém nhu “khai phong”
hay “lién nganh” khong phéi la mdi trén thé
gidi, k& ca tai Viét Nam. Tuy nhién, viéc “dich”
duoc chiing, ca vé ngdn ngit lan cam xuc, tdi
cong chung rong rai la mét thir thach khong
nho. Fulbright da chon céch thuc hanh triét ly
khai phdng bang mét chuang trinh giau tinh
“khai ma&”, “khadi nguén” — vé dau tién trong
“khai phong”.

Chuong trinh C& nhan cuta Fulbright thic
day tu duy sang tao, tinh than khdi nghiép,
nang luc thich tng va hoc tap sudt doi. Diéu
nay duoc thé hién qua cdc mén hoc nén tang
nhu Tu duy Thiét k& va Hé thong, Van hda
va X& hdi Viét Nam hién dai. Céc hoc phan
dugc dan dat bdi déi ngli gidng vién cd trinh
do Tién si tai Viét Nam va quéc té. Trong moi
mon hoc, sinh vién khéng chi tiép thu tri thic,
ma con tham gia cac dy’ an nghién ctu thyc
dia va du én cong déng dé ¢’ng dung kién
thic, thau hiu béi canh va tim ra nhirng giai
phap phu hop.

ulbright’s  spirit  of  service to
FVietnamese society was evident from

its very beginning in the Co-Design
Year of 2018—an unprecedented model
in Vietnam’s higher education landscape.
At that time, 54 young people from across
the country came together to help build a
new university, alongside Viethamese and
international education experts. The central
question was simple yet profound: Why does
Fulbright exist?

In other words, the Co-Design Year was
not merely about designing an academic
program. It became a space for the Fulbright
community toidentifyits earliest “roots.” What
questions was Fulbright trying to answer for
Vietnamese society? Who needed those
answers? And what kind of learners should
the university cultivate—individuals who
grow holistically, think independently, listen
deeply, and live in connection with their
communities?

From this foundation, Fulbright chose to
bring the liberal arts philosophy into the

Roots and wings: From Vietnam to the World

Vietnamese context through interdisciplinary
learning. Concepts such as “liberal arts” and
“interdisciplinarity” are not new globally,
nor even in Vietnam. Yet translating them—
both linguistically and emotionally—into
something meaningful for the wider public
has been a challenge. Fulbright approached
this by practicing a philosophy of “opening
and awakening” minds—the first and
essential dimension of liberal arts education.

Fulbright’s undergraduate program
emphasizes creativethinking,entrepreneurial
spirit, adaptability, and lifelong learning.
These values are embedded in core courses
such as Design and Systems Thinking and
Modern Vietnamese Culture and Society.
Courses are led by faculty members with
doctoral training in Vietham and abroad. In
every class, students do not simply absorb
knowledge; they engage in field research
and community-based projects, allow them
to apply theory, understand context, and
develop solutions grounded in reality.
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Ba dai dién sinh vién Fulbright tham du’ Chu'ong trinh Harvard danh cho Sinh vién Bai hoc khu vuc chau A ném 2026,
vOi ta ao dai Viét Nam tai khudn vién Harvard /
Three Fulbright student representatives attended the Harvard Undergraduate in Asia Program 2026, wearing
traditional Viethamese ao dai on Harvard campus.

Tiéu biéu cho dinh huéng gan véi Viét Nam
va phuong phap hoc tép lién nganh la trai
nghiém thuc dia trong mon hoc “Viét Nam
trén dudng phét trién”. Trong khuén khé hoc
phan nay, sinh vién da dén Bén Tre — mét dia
phuong dugc Iua chon khéng ngau nhién.
Day Ia ndi thé hién rd sy giao thoa gilta céi
cli va céi mé&i trong doi séng Viét Nam duong
dai. Nhitng IGp tram tich lich s, doi séng tam
linh phong phu, mé hinh phat trién kinh t& gan
v3i san vat dia phuong, cling céc thach thic
moi trudng cung hién hitu trong mét chinh
thé s6ng déng. Néu coi Viét Nam |a mét thuc
thé can dugc nghién cliu, thi Bén Tre 1a mét
lat cat thu nhd — dd cu thé dé quan sat va
du phirc tap dé dat cau hdi. T do, Viét Nam
khong con la mét “déi tuong nghién ciu”, ma
tré thanh mot hé sinh thai séng déng, can
dugc hiéu bang lang kinh da chiéu.
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Deeply Rooted in
Vietnamese Society

A defining example of this Viethnam-
centered, interdisciplinary approach is the
field experience in the course “Developing
Vietnam.” Students travel to Ben Tre
Province—a location chosen deliberately.
Ben Tre represents the intersection of
tradition and transformation in contemporary
Vietnamese life. Layers of history, rich spiritual
practices, local economic models, and
pressing environmental challenges coexist
within a single living landscape. If Vietnam
can be seen as a subject of study, then Ben
Tre is a microcosm—specific enough to
observe closely, yet complex enough to raise
meaningful questions. Through this lens,
Vietnam becomes not an abstract “object
of research,” but a living ecosystem to be
understood from multiple perspectives.

Roots and wings: From Vietnam to the World

Viron canh xa khéng rdi géc ré

hi nén tang “vitng ré” da dudc hinh
Kthénh, cac hoat dong mang tinh “bé

phdng” va “vuon xa” bat dau dudc
trién khai. Ngay t khi con ngdi trén ghé giang
duong, sinh vién Fulbright dugc tao diéu
kién tham gia céac hdi nghi khoa hoc, hgp tac
nghién cltu va chuong trinh trao déi quéc té.
Qua do, cac em ddng gdp tiéng ndi va gidi
phap cho nhirng van dé khu vuc va toan cau.

O khia canh trao déi hoc thuat, thang 1/2026,
ba sinh vién Fulbright gdm Nguyén Phan
Quang Anh, Lé Thj Hong Phuc va Lé Khanh
Huyén dugc lua chon tham gia Chuong trinh
Harvard danh cho Sinh vién Dai hoc khu vuc
chau A. Tai day, cédc em mang dén nhitng géc
nhin lién nganh vé Viét Nam, t van hda — x&
hoi, nghé thuat dén binh dang gido duc. Déng
thoi, cdc em chia sé nhirng tran tr& vé cach
tiép can mdinham tao ra gid tri thiét thuc cho
cOng dong.

ith  strong  foundations in
place, Fulbright students are
encouraged to step into broader

academic and global arenas. Even while
stil  undergraduates, they participate
in international conferences, research
collaborations, and exchange programs—
bringing Vietnamese perspectives into
regional and global discussions.

In January 2026, three Fulbright students—
Nguyen Phan Quang Anh, Le Thi Hong Phuc,
and Le Khanh Huyen—were selected to join
the Harvard Undergraduates in Asia Program.
There, they presented interdisciplinary
perspectives on Vietnam, spanning culture
and society, arts, and educational equity.
They also shared reflections on new
approaches to creating meaningful value for
communities.
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“Em tin rang sy thay doi I6n lao bat d4u tir
céch chiing ta déi x( va bdo vé ding dan
hé sinh thai, ngay tw hdm nay”.

“| believe meaningful change begins with how we
treat and protect ecosystems — starting today.”

-Nguyén Phdc Thién Khoa, Sinh vién / Student

Quang Anh, sinh vién dy’ dinh theo dudi song
nganh Viét Nam hoc va Nghién cu Truyén
thdng va Nghé thuat, chia sé: “Puoc hoc tép
vé trao déi tai Harvard gidp em nhin Viét Nam
tr mét lang kinh toan cdu. Em mong mudn
mang nhlng nghién cuu va thuc hanh van
héa -nghé thuat Viét Nam duong dai dén hoi
thdo, dé réi quay vé vdi nhiing cdu hdi mdi,
nhing géc nhin quéc té va trach nhiém I6n
hon vdi cdéng dong”.

Khéng dirng lai & trao déi hoc thuét, sinh vién
Fulbright con ghi ddu an tai céc giai thudng
quéc té théng qua nhitng du én tao tac
dong xa hoi. Thang 9/2025, duv’ an “Solaris
Mekong” clia Nguyén Phic Thién Khoa va
Hoang L& Minh Nhat gianh Giai Nhat Youth
Hackathon 2025 do Vién Cong nghé Chau
A va UNESCO t6 chuc tai Théi Lan. Dy én
dé xudt mo hinh canh téc tich hop gitta cong
nghé cao, nang lugng tai tao va tiéu chuén
quéc t&, huéng dén phat trién bén vitng cho
Poéng bang séng Cltu Long.

Roots and wings: From Vietnam to the World

Quang Anh, who plans to pursue a double
major in Vietnam Studies and Art and Media
Studies, shared: “Studying and exchanging
ideas at Harvard helps me see Vietnam
through a global lens. | hope to bring
contemporary Vietnamese cultural and
artistic practices to international forums—
and then return with new questions, broader
perspectives, and a deeper sense of
responsibility to my community.”

Beyond academic exchange, Fulbright
students have also earned international
recognition through projects that create
socialimpact.In September2025, the project
Solaris Mekong by Nguyen Phuc Thien
Khoa and Hoang Le Minh Nhat won First
Prize at Youth Hackathon 2025, organized
by the Asian Institute of Technology and
UNESCO in Thailand. Their project proposed
an integrated farming model combining
high technology, renewable energy, and
international standards, aimed at sustainable
development in the Mekong Delta.

Reaching Outward Without Leaving
the Roots Behind

Dai dién Khoa Bong kién
tao cung cac sinh vién cung
khda lic béy gid' trong budi
déi thoai ciing cac Thuong
nghi sy Hoa Ky nam 2019

Representatives of
the Co-Design Class
together with their
classmates during a
dialogue session with
U.S. Senators in 2019.
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Khang A Tla cung ngu'di dén dia phuong phat trién du’ én “N& N& - Mua gi Mua ndy”. (Neudn: Trang mang x& hdi cua
nhén vét) / Khang A Tua and local community members developing the project “Na Na - Mua gi Mua néy”. (Source:
the subject’s social media)

Chia sé vé du 4an, Thién Khoa cho biét:
“Solaris Mekong I& minh ching rang néng
dén Viét Nam hoan toan cd thé vira phét
trién sinh k&, vira bdo vé méi trudng bang
céc gidi phap bén ving”.

Sau khi tét nghiép, céac thé hé cuu sinh vién
Fulbright theo dudi nhiéu con dudng khac
nhau va cé nhirng dinh nghia riéng vé thanh
cong. Tuy vay, ho cung chia sé tinh than “suy
nghi toan cau, hanh déng dia phuong” dé
tiép tuc dong gdp trong cong viéc va doi
s6ng x& hoi, v3i hanh trang c6t 16i 1a sy ham
hoc hdi, tinh than déan than va phung su.

DBang Hoai Linh, cy'u sinh vién nganh Nghién
cltu X& hoi, Khda Bong kién tao 2023, hién
dang theo hoc Chuong trinh Tién si nganh
Nhan hoc tai Dai hoc Yale (Hoa Ky). T\ nhi’ng
tran tr& vé di cu an toan cho lao dong Viét
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Nam, Linh da thuc hién du én tét nghiép tai
Fulbright xoay quanh céc “co s& ha tang” hd
trg nguoi lao dong di cu’ sang Bai Loan, Nhat
Béan va Han Qudc. Linh mong muén qué trinh
hoc tap va nghién ctu tai Yale sé€ giup lam
sau sac han géc nhin clia minh, t dé déng
gdp vao céc chinh séch bao vé quyén lgi cho
ngudi lao dong di cu’ Viet Nam.

Mot hanh trinh khac la céu chuyén cua
Khang A Tua (Tuam Khaab), cuu sinh vién
ngudi Mong dén ti Mu Cang Chéi. Dén vdi
Fulbright bang niém to mo tri thiic va khat
vong phat trién bén virng cho cong déng dan
tde thiéu s6, Tha dé vuot qua nhitng rao can
vé& ngoai nglt va chuong trinh hoc. Sau khi tét
nghiép, anh chon quay tré vé qué huong Yén
B&i dé phat trién du’ an “Na Na - Mua gi Mua
ndy”, kinh doanh déc san dia phuong va tao
sinh ké cho cong dong.

Reflecting on the project,
Thién Khoa  shared:
‘Solaris  Mekong shows
that Vietnamese farmers
can both strengthen their
livelihoods and protect
the environment through
sustainable solutions.”

After graduation, Fulbright
alumni  pursue  many
different paths and define
success in their own ways.
Yet they share a common
spirit of “thinking globally,
acting locally”—continuing to contribute
through their work and civic engagement,
guided by curiosity, commitment, and a
sense of service.

Dang Hoai Linh, a Social Studies alumna from
the Co-Design Class of 2023, is currently
pursuing a PhD in Anthropology at Yale
University (USA). Motivated by concerns
about safe migration for Vietnamese
workers, Linh’s Fulbright capstone project
examined the “infrastructure” supporting
migrant labor to Taiwan, Japan, and South
Korea. She hopes her doctoral studies at
Yale will deepen her perspective and enable
her to contribute more effectively to public
policy in Vietnam.

Fulbright Alumni:
Going Far Without Leaving
Their Roots Behind

Roots and wings: From Vietnam to the World

Another journey is that of Khang A Tua
(Tuam Khaab), a Moéng alumnus from
Mu Cang Chéi. Drawn to Fulbright by
intellectual curiosity and a desire to support
sustainable development for ethnic minority
communities, Tua overcame challenges in
language and academics. After graduation,
he chose to return to his hometown in Yen
Bai Province to develop the project Na Na
- Mua gi Mua néy, a local specialty business
that creates livelihoods for his community.

These diverse paths reflect a shared
foundation. Fulbright’s interdisciplinary and
community-centered  education  equips
students with the ability to adapt, continue
learning, and create lasting value wherever
they choose to go.
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“Tung roi Fulbright roi quay lai va trai qua co hoi tai
ba phong ban, toi cé ca hdi quan sat va trai nghiém
cung Fulbright ti* nhiéu géc do khac nhau. Hanh trinh
nay — du nhiéu bién dong — ludn ngép tran y nghia va
cam xuc vGi téi. Moi ngay tai Fulbright vdi toi 1a mét
ngay tuyét vai, khi ludn dugc cung sinh vién va dong
nghiép lan tod vén hod hanh phic, hanh dong t& té va
tinh than phung su’ xa hoi “.

“Having stepped away from Fulbright and later returned,
and having worked across three departments, I've seen the
University from multiple perspectives. Despite its many changes,
this journey has remained deeply meaningful to me. Each day
at Fulbright feels rewarding, as | work alongside students and
colleagues to nurture a culture of happiness, kindness in action,
and a shared commitment to serving society.”

-Nguyén Viét Ding,
Giam déc Doi séng Sinh vién / Director of Student Life

L] >
o

Ful
Uil wht

g




Vitng ré, vuon xa: Tir Viét Nam bud ra Thé gidi Roots and wings: From Vietnam to the World

At Fulbright, “Roots and Wings” is reflected in how young people learn from

Vietnam’s past and present, and carry those stories forward into the future. In an

V~ X d. ~ era of globalization, Fulbright nurtures a generation that understands who they are,
U’I’] g re e where they come from, and how they aspire to contribute to society.

hanh tl’ll’)h VL/)O)n Xa In early 2026, Fulbright will mark its 10th anniversary with the construction of its
, o permanent campus in Ho Chi Minh City’s Hi-Tech Park— a new ground in which
CO y ngh 1a future generations can take root. More than a place of study, the campus will bring

together broader intellectual communities through initiatives such as the Fulbright
Al Institute and the Vietnam Studies Center. Together, these efforts represent
a long-term commitment to developing Vietnam’s human capital, knowledge
economy, and innovation ecosystem.

V@i Fulbright, “Vitng ré, vuon xa” gan
lién v&i céch ngudi tré hoc tir chinh cau
chuyén Viét Nam trong qua kh& va hién
tai, dé viét tiép cau chuyén Viét Nam cho
tuong lai. Trong dong chéy toan céu hda,
Trudng Dai hoc Fulbright Viét Nam gop
phan hinh thanh mét thé hé biét minh 1a ai,
dén tir dau va mong mudn déng gép diéu
gi cho xa hoi.

Pau ndm 2026, cét méc 10 ndm cla
Fulbright dugc danh dau bang viéc xay
dung co s chinh tai Khu Cong nghé cao
TPHCM — mét “bau dat” mai cho céc thé
hé sinh vién tiép tuc bén ré. Khéng chi la
khudn vién hoc tap, day con la noi quy tu
céc cong dong tri thic rong I&n, véi nhirng
trung tdm nghién ctu nhu Vién Nghién
ctu Al Fulbright va Trung tdm Nghién cdu
Viét Nam. Tat ca tao thanh mot cam két dai
han trong viéc déng gdp cho ngudn nhan
Iwc, nén kinh t& tri thiic va hé sinh thai déi
mdi sang tao cua Viét Nam.

Rooted So
That the
fourney
Outward

Has Meaning
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“Toi ludn biét on cong dong Fulbright trong sudt nhirtng nam thang
dai hoc ay. Nhirng gia tri ma t6i tich Iy dugc tai Fulbright dé dinh
hinh sau sac céch téi suy nghi, hanh déng, hoach dinh cudc doi
clia minh va phung su xa héi. Nam 2025, t6i thay hanh phc va
may man khi dugc quay lai cong dong quen thudc nay véi vai tro
la mo6t nhén vién. Téi mong minh ¢é thé déng gép cho su’ thanh
cong cla sinh vién bang cach cling céc ban xay dung ky nang va
su’ tu’ tin dé budc vao thi trudng lao déng”.

“| am deeply grateful for Fulbright’s support. What | learned here made my
journey beyond Fulbright meaningful and profoundly shaped how | think, grow,
and serve others. Returning to this institution as a staff member gives me a
strong sense of belonging, and | hope to contribute to student success by
supporting students in building the skills and confidence they need to enter
the job market.”

- Quach Minh Phat
Cuu sinh vién, Nhan vién HuSng nghiép tai Fulbright /
Alumnus, Career Services Officer at Fulbright
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N EEYe

“Toi chi lam nhitng viéc hang ngay cho gon gang,
sach s&, d& moi ngudi yén tam hoc tap va lam viéc”,

“| take care of the everyday tasks—keeping things clean and
in order—so everyone can feel at ease to study and work.”

-Nguyén Thi Luyén,
Ngu'di cham sdc khdng gian tai Fulbright / Caregiver of Fulbright’s campus

Chon tin,
moi ngay

C6 nhitng nd luc quan trong dién ra trong
tham l&ng. Pang sau “anh dén san khau” 13
nhi*ng con ngudi gitr cho t6 chifc van hanh
lién mach, muc tiéu khong tréi 1éch, va dinh
hudng khong bi dit gay. Phan IGn cong viéc
&y hiém khi dugc nhin thay, nhung tac dong
cla nd hién dién moi ngay, trong nhitng két
qué dién ra ding nhu’ mong ddi, va ca trong
nhirng diéu... d& khdng xay ra.

Some of the most important work happens
quietly. Away from the spotlight, there are
people who keep an institution moving—
holding its direction steady, its goals intact,
and its rhythm unbroken. Much of this work
is rarely seen, yet its impact shows up every
day: in things that function as they should,
and in disruptions that never come to pass.

Believing,
evervday
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Chon tin, m&i ngay

Mot hé thong tét la hé thong
.. It khi du'gc goi tén

Trong nam 2025, mét trong nhitng hudng di
quan trong cla IT Ia trién khai cac trg ly Al tw
van hanh trén nhiéu nén tang khéc nhau clia
truong. Nhi*ng trg ly nay ddm nhiém céc céau
hai 13p lai, céc thao tac thudng nhét va gidi
quyét nhu cau can phan hoi nhanh, giiip giam
tai cho con ngudi. Nhung ranh gidi luén dugc
dét ra rd rang: hé thdng hd trg, con ngudi
quyét dinh.

Diéu khé nhat khéng nam & viéc lam cho hé
théng thong minh hon, ma 3 viéc biét khi nao
nén dé cong nghé IUi lai. M6t hé théng van
hanh t6t 1a hé théng khdng chiém lay sy’ chi
¥, N6 du hién dién dé nang da, va da ky luat dé
khong vugt qua vai tro clia minh.

66 2025 - Mot ném nhin lai

Nhu anh Nguyén Quang Ha, Giam déc Cong
nghé Thong tin, chia sé: “V&i IT, m¢t hé théng
van hanh hiéu qua nhét la khikhéng cén du'oc
nhac dén nhiéu, khi cdng nghé ém tham hé
trg’ céng viéc ma khéng tré thanh méi lo”.

& dé, niém tin khdng dén tir viéc hé théng
lam dugc bao nhiéu, ma tir viéc cong déng
khong phéi ban tam liéu hé thong cé ding
vi’ng hay khong.

In 2025, one of [T’'s key directions was
the deployment of autonomous Al agents
across multiple university platforms. These
agents handle repetitive questions, routine
processes, and time-sensitive requests,
easing pressure on human teams and
allowing support to scale without becoming
intrusive. The boundary, however, remains
clear: systems assist; people decide.

The real challenge is not making technology
more capable, but knowing when it should
step back. A well-designed system does
not demand attention. It is present enough
to support, and disciplined enough not to
overreach.

As Nguyen Quang Ha, Director of Information
Technology, reflects:

A system that works best
when it is rarely named

Believing, everyday

“For I1, a system works
best when it doesn’t need
to be mentioned—when
technology quietly supports
the work without becoming
a concern.”

Here, believing does not come from how
much a system can do, but from the

confidence that it will hold—especially when
no one is watching.
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“VGi IT, mét hé thdng vén hanh hiéu qua
nhét I3 khi khdng cén du'oc nhac dén
nhiéu — khi céng nghé ém tham ho tro
céng viéc ma khéng trd thanh méi Io”.




Chon tin, m&i ngay

Khi niém tin duoc
gay dung
qua van hanh

Niém tin tai Fulbright cling dugc hinh thanh
tlr cach céc phong ban phdéi hap véi nhau
moi ngay. Khi céc quy trinh khéng gidy t&
dugc déy manh, Phong tai chinh va phong
Cong nghé Thong tin cung nhau thiét k& lai
céch dong tién van hanh trong t6 chiic: t
dé nghi, phé duyét dén déi soat. D6 khong
chi la cdu chuyén clia hé théng, ma la nhirng
Ia chon rat cu thé vé viéc dong tién nén di
nhanh dén dau, va diing lai & dau.

V@i Tai chinh, su chuyén dich nay khéng don
thudn nham tang hiéu qua. Hai nguyén tic
Tuén thu va Trung thuc trd thanh diém tua
xuyén sudt trong moi quyét dinh, dac biét
trong nhitng thdi diém ma céc con sé budc
phéi ndi “khong”, ngay ca khi nhu céu la rat
that. Gilta dp luc phai can déi nguén luc va
trach nhiém uu tién cho giang day, hoc tap
va trai nghiém sinh vién, nhiéu kich ban va gia
dinh song song dugdc xay dung. Khdng phai
dé tim mét ddp an hoan hdo, ma dé Ban Lanh
dao cd di ca s& dua ra quyét dinh kip thai va
séat vai thuc té.

70 2025 - Mét ném nhin lai

Anh V& Thanh Binh, K& toén téng hop dé gan
bé vai Fulbright gan 30 ném, chia sé:

“Lam ké todn tong hop suot
gcm 30 nam, toi luon xem viec
ghz chép, kiem sodl vd bao cdo
tai chinh la nen mng de Ban
Léanh dao cd thé cin nhic cdc
phzmng dan mot cach ro rang va
¢ trdach nhi¢m. Su o on dinh cua
to chiic, nhzeu khi, bt dau ti
nhiing con soﬂz[ac lam dung
va lam deu moi ngay’.

V6 Thanh Binh,
K& toan téng holp / Senior General Accountant

Believing, everyday

Believing through
everyday
operations

Believing at Fulbright is also built through how teams
work together, day after day. As paperless processes
expanded, Finance and IT jointly redesigned how
money moves through the organization—from
requests and approvals to reconciliation. What once
relied on physical paperwork shifted into digital
flows that made oversight clearer and accountability
easier to sustain.

For Finance, this shift was never just about efficiency.
Two principles—Compliance and Integrity—anchor
every decision. There are moments when the
numbers must say no, even when needs are very
real. Between the pressure to allocate resources
and the responsibility to prioritize teaching, learning,
and student experience, the team develops multiple
scenarios and parallel assumptions—not to search
for a perfect answer, but to ensure leadership has
grounded options to decide in time and in context.

After nearly 30 years with Fulbright, Vo Thanh Binh,
Senior Accountant, reflects:

“Having worked in accounting for almost three decades, I see accurate,
consistent financial records as the foundation that allows leaders to
weigh options responsibly. Organizational stability often begins with
numbers that are done right, day after day.”
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Chon tin, m&i ngay

Quyét dinh gilra

vo van gidl han

o} nhitng diém giao thoa gitta quy dinh va
thuc tién, phong Phap ché cla Fulbright
lam viéc am tham nhung lién tuc. Cong viéc
khong dirng & viéc doc va ap dung luat, ma
la dich céc yéu cau phép ly bén ngoai thanh
nhi*ng huéng dan du rd rang dé céc phong
ban cd thé tiép tuc van hanh.

Trong thuc t&€, khdng phai Iic nao phap luét
cling theo kip nhip phét trién clia mot trudng
dai hoc doéc lap, khdng vi Igi nhuan nhu
Fulbright. C6 nhitng “vung xam” noi mot y
tudng cé thé rat t6t, nhung chua thé di tiép.
Dai khi, cong viéc khé nhét clia Phép ché 1a
gidi thich vi sao mét y tudng t6t van chua thé
ditiép.

Trong nhitng tinh huéng &y, Phap ché thudng
phdi cham lai mét nhip, khéng phai dé né
trénh rdii ro,ma dé chon con dudng bén vitng
han cho t6 chic.

“C0 nhiing inh humg ma cd hai phuong dn
deu ‘dung’ vé [uat, nhung chung toi phai can
nhic phudng an nao la ‘tot nhat’ cho van hoa
va gid tri cot loi cia Fulbmght Do la su lua
chon can trong giiia cdc rii 1o dé¢ bdo vé cong
dong va duy tri sy cong bang trong moi truong

hoc thuat’”.

72 2025 - Mét ném nhin lai

Nhu anh Ngé Qui Linh, Gidm déc Phép Iy va
Quan hé Dai ngoai, chia sé: “CS nhing tinh
huéng ma cé hai phuong én déu ‘dung’ vé
ludt, nhung ching téi phadi cén nhac phu'ong
an nao la ‘tét nhét’ cho van hda va gia tri cét
16/ cua Fulbright. 6 I3 su’ lua chon cén trong
gilta céc riiro dé béo vé cong dong va duy tri
su’ cdng béng trong mai trudng hoc thuét”.

& d6, niém tin khdng dén tr viéc chon con
dudng dé di, ma t viéc kién tri chon diéu
phlu hop véi nhirng gid tri d& cam két.

At the intersection of regulation and daily
practice, Fulbright’s Legal team works quietly
and continuously. Their role goes beyond
reading and applying the law; it is about
translating external legal requirements into
guidance clear enough for teams to keep
moving forward.

In reality, regulations do not always move at
the same pace as an independent, non-profit
university like Fulbright. There are gray areas
where an idea may be genuinely good—but
not yet able to proceed. Sometimes, the
hardest part of legal work is explaining why a
good idea still needs to wait.

In those moments, Legal chooses to slow
down—not to avoid risk, but to take the more
sustainable path for the institution.

Believing, everyday

As Ngo Qui Linh, Director of Legal, Public
Affairs and Media Relations, shares:

“There are situations where both
options are legally correct, but we must
consider which oneis best for Fulbright's
culture and core values. It is a careful
choice between risks, made to protect
the community and uphold fairness in
the academic environment.”

Believing here is not about choosing the
easiest route, but about remaining faithful to
long-term commitments.

Where rules
meet reality
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“Chi khi chung ta thutc su’yéu Fulbright, viing
tin vao st ménh phung su’ cong dong va biét
nang dd nhau trong nhing giai doan kho
khén, chung ta mai o6 thé nudi dudng ngudn
dong luc bén bi dé tiép tuc di toy”.
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Chon tin, m&i ngay

Khi doi thoai ma ra khong gian cho céc

oidi phap bén virng

& trung tam cla tat ca nhitng chuyén doéng
la con ngudi. Trong nam 2025, phong Nhan
sy tap trung gil? nhip doi thoai trong ndi bd
t& chire. Khi khac biét va céng thang 13 diéu
khé tranh, diéu quan trong khong phai la tim
ra cau tra |3i nhanh nhat, ma la dém cam két
v8i qué trinh Iang nghe va chap nhan nhitng
bat déng chua thé gidi quyét ngay.

C6 nhitng cudc déi thoai khéng dé nghe. C6
nhitng khodnh khac im lang kéo dai. Nhung
chinh trong nhitng khéng gian &y, sy cam
két v&i déi thoai gilip t6 chiic khéng ran nit
trudc ap luc, va gilp con ngudi ti€p tuc nhin
V& cung mét hudng.

Song song v&i nhi*tng cudc trao déi dd Ia
nhirng két ndi rat doi, rat gan. Nhirng su’ kién
ndi bd dién ra ngay tai ndi lam viéc—khong
cau ky, khong hinh thiic—tao nén céc khoanh
khéc gan két ddy cam xuc. Chi vai phut sé

/6 2025 - Mot ném nhin lai

chia, mét nu cuGi hay mét danh nhin déng
cém cling di kéo moi ngudi xich lai gan nhau,
nudi dudng tinh than tap thé va lan tda nguén
nang lugng tich cuc mdi ngay.

Théng qua céc budi trao d6i m&, nhitng cap
nhat n6i bo thudng xuyén va cac phién hoi-
dap khong kich ban, cong dong Fulbright cé
thém co hoi két néi. DU khong phaéi ldc nao
cling co céu tra 10i 16 rang, nhitng cubc doéi
thoai &y van gilp duy tri mét diém tua chung:
niém tin vao gia tri cla gido duc va su’ phat
trién clia cong dong.

Nhu anh Vi Duy Hoang, Gidm déc Nhan
sy, chia sé: “Chr khi chung ta thuc sy’ yéu
Fulbright, viing tin vao s’ ménh phung su’
cong déng va biét néng dé nhau trong nhiing
giai doan khé khén, ching ta mdi cd thé nudi
dudng ngudn ddng lu'c bén bi dé tiép tuc di
tor”.

At the center of all these movements
are people. In 2025, Human Resources
focused on sustaining dialogue within the
organization. When differences and tension
are unavoidable, the priority is not finding the
fastest answer, but committing to listening—
even when disagreement cannot be resolved
immediately.

Some conversations are uncomfortable.
Some silences stretch longer than expected.
In these spaces, commitment to dialogue
becomes what holds things together, helping
people continue facing the same direction.

Alongside  these  conversations  are
connections that feel closer, more human.
Small internal gatherings, held right in
the workplace—simple, informal—create
moments of genuine connection. A few

Believing, everyday

shared minutes, a smile, a knowing glance
can draw people closer, nurturing collective
spiritand quietly renewing energy day by day.

Through open forums, regular internal
updates, and unscripted Q&A sessions,
the Fulbright community found room to
reconnect. Even without immediate clarity,
these conversations preserved a shared
anchor: belief in the value of education and
in collective growth.

As Vu Duy Hoang, Director of Human
Resources, reflects:

“Only when we truly care about
Fulbright, believe deeply in its
mission of serving the communmnity,
and support one another through
difficult moments can we sustain
the motivation to keep moving
forward.”

When dialogue opens
space for lasting
solutions
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Chon tin, m&i ngay

2025 - Mot nam nhin lai

C6 nhitng nd luc khéng nam trong béo céo,
khong thé quy déi thanh chi s6, va cling
khong dé goi tén. Doi khi, thanh qué cla
nhitng cong viéc 8y khong dén tir nhitng
diéu da dugc nhin thay, ma tir nhitng diéu dé
khong xay ra. Khdng phai vi thiéu dau an, ma
vi chinh sy lang 1& &y 1a moét phan ban chéat
clia cong viéc.

NhiPng ngudi lam cong viéc 8y ciing khong
tim ki€m anh nhin cho riéng minh. Vi ho, viéc
cong déng cé thé tiép tuc hoc tap, lam viéc
va gan bé—trong mét méi trudng dudc gin
gilr can trong—da la sy’ ghi nhan du day.

Believing, everyday

Some efforts never make it into reports.
They cannot be reduced to metrics, and they
resist being named. At times, their outcomes
are defined less by what is seen than by
what never happens. Not because they lack
impact, but because quiet steadiness is part
of their nature.

Those who do this work do not seek
recognition. For them, knowing that the
community can continue to learn, work,
and belong—within a carefully protected
environment—is recognition enough.
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Believing, everyday

Niém tin, theo céch rat “Fulbright”

R3i Fulbright mét thai gian réi quay lai, toi mdi
nhén ra c6 nhitng diéu chi hién ré khi minh
khéng con & bén trong gubng quay moi ngay.
Diéu gay an tugng khong phai la nhirng thay
déi dé thay, ma 13 viéc rat nhiéu thi van tiép
tuc van hanh—déu dan, am tham, va ding
nhu céch chiing vén cd.

Nhu nhitng budi trua, chd Binh lai di ngang
qua ban t6i, hdi mot cau rat quen: “An trua
théi con”. Hay lau lau, chu lai cui: “Hay minh
lam bG'a Long Béo khéng con?” Khéng phai
diéu gi I8n lao. Chi 1a nhitng théi quen réat
doi—céach ngudi ta quan tam t&i nhau theo
céch giadn di nhat, rat gan gli, nhu trong gia
dinh.

Chinh trong nhitng khoanh khac nhd nhu
vay, t&i nhan ra cong déng nay van & do.
Khéng 6n ao. Khéng pho dién. Nhung bén bi
va nhat quan theo céch rét riéng, rat ngudi,
rat Fulbright.

Va trong khodng lang 4y, toi hiéu ré hon vi sao
niém tin & Fulbright khong phai la diéu hién
nhién. N6 13 mét Iwa chon—dugc gil? gin moi
ngay bdi nhitng con ngudi sén sang ding &
hau trudng, chap nhén ap luc, va lam nhitng
viéc khédng may ai nhin théy.

Stepping away from Fulbright for a time,
then returning, made this clearer to me.
What stood out was not visible change, but
the ways in which things continued to run—
steadily, quietly, just as it always had.

Like lunchtime, when Uncle Binh walks past
my desk and says, “Go have lunch, dear.”
Or, with a grin, “How about a Long Béo get-
together today?” Nothing remarkable. Just
everyday gestures—simple ways of caring
for one another, familiar and close, like
family.

In moments like these, | see that this
community is still here. Not loud. Not
performative. But steady, consistent, deeply
human—in a way that feels unmistakably
Fulbright.

And in that quiet space, it becomes clear
why belief at Fulbright is never automatic.
It is a choice—renewed each day by
people willing to work behind the scenes,
carry pressure, and do the unseen work
that allows the institution to keep moving
forward, true to its course.

Believing, the Fulbright way
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“Nam 2025 |a mot ndm céc chudi su’ kién khdng ngai ngh,
céc vong danh gia va phdng van day dac, dén vo s6 budi
tu’ van va hang gio thiét ké hanh trinh cho sinh vién. Tat ca
nhac tdi rang cong viéc nay luén phuc tap, va rang ching
toi dang tién vé phia trudc, ludn khéng ngrng hoc hai va
doi mav.

“2025 was a year of nonstop events, intense assessments and
interviews, countless counseling conversations, and hours spent
designing student journeys. It was a reminder that this work is
complex, that we move forward, and that growth comes from constant
evolution.”

- Huynh Quang Hiéu,
Tru'éng phong Hoc béng / Scholarships and Assessment Manager

“Nam 2025 nhac téi rang khdng nén xem bat ky ai hay diéu
gi 1a hién nhién. Téi vo cung biét on cong dong Fulbright,
noi ching t6i hoc hadi lan nhau trong nhitng giai doan bat
dinh, va t6i cam két ti€p tuc mang dén cho sinh vién trai
nghiém gido duc t6t nhat c6 thé”.

“2025 reminded me not to take anyone or anything for granted. | am
deeply grateful for the Fulbright community —where we learn from one
another during uncertain times —and | remain committed to providing
students with the strongest educational experience possible.”

- TS. Linda Zhang,
Gidng vién Nghién cdu Truyén théng & Nghé thugt
/ Faculty member in Art and Media Studies



Nhung lua chon
dinh hinh tuong lai

Trudng Dai hoc Fulbright Viét Nam duoc
xay dung trén mot niém tin gidn di nhung
kién dinh: gido duc, xét dén cung, la két
qud cla nhitng lua chon—Iya chon vé gié
tri, vé nhitng dau tu dai han, va vé céch
chuan bi cho mét tuong lai luén &n chita
nhiéu bat dinh.

Choices
that shape
the future

Trong b6i canh thé gidi bién chuyén nhanh
chdng bdi cong nghé, nhirng thach thic
ngay cang phuc tap va su két ndi toan
cau ngay moét sau rong, Fulbright lua chon
khoéng chay theo céc xu hudng ngan han,
ma kién dinh theo du6i nhitng cam két lau
dai, d&t trén nén tang muc dich va trach
nhiém vdi xa hoi.

bBay khong phai la nhirng Ia chon mang
tinh c& nhan, ma la nhi*tng Iwa chon thé
hién tam nhin va hé gia tri ma Fulbright
theo dudi. Ching dinh hinh cich nha
trudng thiét k& viéc day va hoc, trién khai
nghién ctu, va két néi véi cong dong. Trén
nén tang do, Fulbright xéc lap céc dinh
hudng chién Ivoc cho giai doan phét trién
tiép theo—khong chi dé thich ng v&i thay
déi, ma dé chi déng chuén bi cho nhitng
chuyén dich trong cach con ngudi hoc tap,
lam viéc va tham gia vao ddi sdng xa hoi.

oo SBunaein

84 2025 - Mot ném nhin lai

Fulbright University Vietnam was founded on a simple
yet steady belief: education, at its core, is the result of
choices—choices about values, long-term investment,
and how we prepare for a future marked by uncertainty.

In a world rapidly transformed by technology,
increasingly complex challenges, and deepening
global interconnection, Fulbright has chosen not to
chase short-term trends. Instead, it remains committed
to long-term directions grounded in purpose and
responsibility to society.

These are not individual choices. They reflect the
shared vision and values Fulbright seeks to uphold.
They shape how the University designs teaching
and learning, advances research, and engages with
the community. On this foundation, Fulbright has
articulated its strategic directions for the next phase
of development—not only to adapt to change, but to
proactively prepare for shifts in how people learn,
work, and participate in public life.
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Nhiing lua chon dinh hinh tuong lai

TU nghién ctu dén chinh sach:
Lu'a chon géan két déi thoai

vol hanh dong

am két phung sy céng déng cua
( Fulbright duoc thé hién ré nét qua

céch nha trudng ti€p can nghién clu
chinh séch, déi thoai va két néi. Thay vi coi
nghién cttu la dich dén cudi cung, Fulbright
nh&n manh viéc dua tri thiic vao nhirng cudc
théo luén cd y nghia, tao khong gian dé nha
nghién cu va nha hoach dinh chinh sach cé
thé gap nhau.

Mot vi du tiéu bi€u 1a Chudi Bdo cdo Kinh
t€ Thudng nién Déng bang séng Clu Long
(AMDER), duoc trién khai t nédm 2020. Du’a
trén phuong phap nghién citu lién nganh va
bang chiing thuc nghiém, AMDER phan tich
céc thach thic mang tinh cdu trdc clia mot
vlung kinh té& trong yéu - ti thé ché, lién két
vung dén dau tu bén vitng va néng luc canh
tranh dai han.

Chudi bdo cdo dugc thuc hién bdi déi ngli
céc chuyén gia kinh t€ va chinh sach hang
dau Viét Nam, dudi su’ chu tri, diéu phéi cla
Phong Thuong mai va Cong nghiép Viét
Nam (VCCI); va Trudng Chinh sach cong va
Quan ly Fulbright (FSPPM), Truong Dai hoc
Fulbright Viét Nam chiu trach nhiém chuyén
modn. Tinh dén nam 2025, bén bdo cdo da
dugc cong bs, mbi bdo céo tap trung vao
mot van dé then chét, gép phéan lam rd céc
Iua chon phat trién trong béi canh nhiéu rang
budc va bat dinh, bao gom:

86 2025 - Mot nam nhin lai

TN EAn R (RS T DG RS Ty, i T VR
o 3 P I
e 4

Béo céo Kinh t€ Thudng nién Dong bang Sdng
Ctu Long (AMDER) 2024 duoc céng bd vao
ngay 27/03/2025. / The 2024 Annual Mekong
Delta Economic Report (AMDER 2024) was
officially announced on March 27, 2025.

- AMDER 2020: Nang cao nang luc canh
tranh dé€ phat trién bén vitng

- AMDER 2022: Chuyé&n d&i mé hinh phét
trién va Quy hoach tich hop

- AMDER 2023: C4c nut that thé ché va lién
két vung

- AMDER 2024: Huy déng dau tu cho phat
trién bén vitng

Nhirng nghién clu trén gidy dugc néi dai
doi séng cta minh khi dugc dua vao phuc
vu hoach dinh chinh sach. Ngay 11/6/2025,
Van phong Chinh phd dé ban hanh cong van
khuyén nghi cédc bd, nganh va dia phuong
tham khdo AMDER 2024 trong qud trinh
trién khai nhiém vu phat trién ving. Dau méc
nay cho thay vai tro cla Fulbright nhu mot
déi téc tri thiic dang tin cay, phuc vu cho céc
quyét dinh dua trén bang chitng va phan tich
dai han.

ulbright’'s commitment to public
Fservioe is clearly reflected in the way

the University approaches policy
research, dialogue, and connection. Rather
than treating research as an end in itself,
Fulbright emphasizes bringing knowledge
into meaningful discussion and creating
spaces where researchers and policymakers
can meet.

A representative example is the Annual
Mekong Delta Economic Report (AMDER)
series, launched in 2020. Grounded in
interdisciplinary research methods and
empirical evidence, AMDER analyzes the
structural challenges of a strategically
importanteconomicregion—frominstitutions
and regional linkages to sustainable
investment and long-term competitiveness.

The report series is produced by a team of
leading Vietnamese economists and policy
experts, under the overall coordination of
the Vietnam Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (VCCI), with the Fulbright School
of Public Policy and Management (FSPPM),
Fulbright University Vietnam, responsible
for academic leadership and technical
expertise. As of 2025, four reports have
been published, each focusing on a critical

From Research
to Policy:
Choosing to
link Dialogue
with Action

]
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development issue and contributing to
clearer policy choices amid increasing
constraints and uncertainty, including:

- AMDER 2020: Enhancing
Competitiveness for Sustainable
Development

- AMDER 2022: Transformation of
Development Models and Integrated
Planning

- AMDER 2023: Institutional, Governance
and Regional linkages Bottlenecks

- AMDER 2024: Mobilizing Investment for
Sustainable Development

These studies extend beyond the page
when they are brought into the policymaking
process. On June 11, 2025, the Government
Office issued an official document
recommending ministries, sectors, and local
authorities to reference AMDER 2024 in the
implementation of regional development
tasks. This milestone highlights Fulbright’s
role as a trusted knowledge partner,
supporting evidence-based decisions and
long-term analysis.

Alongside research, Fulbright places strong
emphasis on dialogue. Through policy
forums, leadership training programs, and

N7 cing aé
BAO CAO KINH TE THUONG NIEN
PONG BANG SONG CUU LONG

AWACEAENT CEREVAONY OF ANNEEAR VARG DL FCONOAIRC REPORT Ji
B i

Ban t6 chdc trao hoa tri én Ban nghién ciu, céc Héng chu bién va Pdéng téc gia cua
Bso céo Kinh t& Thudng nién Pong béng séng Clu Long 2024 (AMDER 2024) vao
ngay 27/03/2025. / At the announcement ceremony on Mar 27, 2025, the Organizing
Committee presented appreciation flowers to the research team, co-editors, and co-
authors of AMDER 2024.
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Khda dao tao Lanh dao Quan ly - MILP 2025 tai Khanh Hoa
/ Management Leadership Program (MLP) 2025 in Khanh Hoa

Bén canh nghién clu, Fulbright dac biét
coi trong d6i thoai. Théng qua céc dién dan
chinh sach, chuong trinh dao tao lanh dao
va céc sang kién tang cudng nang luc, nha
trudng tao dung nhitng khoéng gian dé céc
nha hoach dinh chinh séch, hoc gia va ngudi
thuc hanh cung trao déi vé nhitng van dé
phurc tap.

Sang kién Hoc vién Chinh pht s6 Viét Nam
(Digital Government Academy - DGA) la
mé6t vi du dién hinh, nham trang bi k§ nang,
kién thi'c dé tang cudng nang Iuc lam viéc
trong moi trudng s6 cho lanh dao va cén bd
lam viéc trong khu vuc cong tai cac tinh/
thanh cla Viét Nam. DGA cling huéng dén
phat trién mang IuGi cac Trung tam Xuét sac
(CoE) dé két néi cac déi tac trong nudc va
quaéc té, chia sé kinh nghiém va gidi phap hd
trg giai quyét céc thach thic thuc té trong
chuyén déi s6 ma dia phuong dang déi mét.

Séng kién DGA ndm trong Chuong trinh Ung
dung Cong nghé doét pha cho Quan tri Tai san
cong (DT4PAG) do World Bank khdi xuéng
Vv&i su’ ho trg clia Téng cuc Kinh té Lién bang
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Thuy Si (SECO). Truong Chinh séch cong va
Quan ly Fulbright 1a déi tac chién luge dugc
Iwa chon dé trién khai Sang kién.

Pugc trién khai t nd3m 2023 va chuan bi
budc vao giai doan két thic th(r nghiém. Trong
hai n&m thuc hién, DGA da t6 chirc ba chuong
trinh déi thoai chinh séch cép cao va&i su’ tham
gia cua lanh dao céc tinh/thanh phé, lanh dao
céc s&, nganh trong yéu; cling nhiéu khéa dao
tao danh cho I&nh dao cép trung, cén bd cét
cén tai nhiéu dia phuong nham trang bi kién
thirc va thdo luan gidi phap cho céc van dé sé
cd tinh lién nganh, lién cap. Bong hanh clng
DGA 13 céc tinh/thanh di dau vé chuyén déi
s6, nhu’ TPHCM, Ha Néi, Da Nang, Hué, cung
sy’ tham gia va Ung hd cla nhiéu dia phuong
khac nhu Khanh Hoa, Déng Thap, Ba Ria-
Vung Tau (ct),... Dén nay, DGA dé c6 su’ tham
gia clia hon 60 lanh dao cao cép trong céc
chuong trinh d6i thoai chinh séach, hon 160
cén bd quan ly nha nudc tai céc don vi. va van
ti€p tuc nhan dugc sy quan tdm Ung ho cua
nhiéu dia phuong trén ca nudc.

capacity-building initiatives, the University
creates spaces for policymakers, scholars, and
practitioners to engage with complex issues
together.

The Digital Government Academy (DGA) is a
notable example. The initiative aims to equip
leaders and public-sector officials at provincial
and municipal levels with the skills and
knowledge needed to work effectively in digital
environments. DGA also seeks to develop a
network of Centers of Excellence (CoE) to
connect domestic and international partners,
facilitate knowledge sharing, and support
practical solutions to real-world challenges in
local digital transformation.

The DGA initiative is a crucial component
of the Disruptive Technologies for Public
Asset Governance (DT4PAG), a World Bank
program supported by the Swiss Secretariat
for Economic Affairs (SECO). Fulbright School
of Public Policy and Management is a strategic
partner forimplementing the DGA.

Launched in 2023 and approaching the end
of its pilot phase, DGA has, over two years of
implementation, organized three high-level

Choices that shape the future

policy dialogue programs involving provincial
and municipal leaders, as well as leaders
of key departments and agencies. It has
also delivered multiple training programs
for mid-level leaders and core public
officials across various localities, focusing
on interdisciplinary and multi-level digital
governance challenges.

DGA has been accompanied by leading
localities in digital transformation, including
Ho Chi Minh City, Hanoi, Da Nang, and Hue,
with the participation and support of other
provinces such as Khanh Hoa, Dong Thap,
and Ba Ria-Vung Tau (former). To date, DGA
has engaged more than 60 senior leaders
in policy dialogue programs and over 160
public-sector managers across participating
agencies, and continues to receive strong
interest and support from local governments
nationwide.

Khoa dao tao L&nh dao Quan ly- MLP 2025 tai Khanh Hoa / Management Leadership Program (MLP) 2025 in Khanh Hoa
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“Nam 2025 gilip t6i cdm nhan sau sac tinh than déng hanh cla
Fulbright va Cong dong Cuu hoc vién FSPPM (FSA). FSA dé mang
yéu thuong dén han 1.000 hoc sinh vung 10 tai mién Bac, mién
Trung, gilp cdc em cd du sach v&, dung cu hoc tap trong thoi
diém khé khan. Chuong trinh FSA Mentoring tao nhip cau két ndi
cuu hoc vién thac si vdi sinh vién cf nhan, tao co hdi chia sé kinh
nghiém va clng nhau phat trién. Dac biét, Séang kién Déng hanh
FSA cung viéc ky két MOU véi Fulbright la két qua cda 30 nam
vun dap tU céc thé hé Giang vién, Cuu hoc vién di trudc. FSA
da trd thanh nguGi ban dong hanh clung chuong trinh thac si ndi
riéng va Fulbright ndi chung, ti€p ndi ngon I&a tri thic, lan tda yéu
thuong va tinh than phung su’”.

“In 2025, | deeply felt the spirit of companionship shared by Fulbright and
the Fulbright School Alumni (FSA) community. Through its initiatives, FSA
supported more than 1,000 students in flood-affected areas across Northern
and Central Vietnam, helping ensure access to books and essential learning
materials during a difficult time. The FSA Mentoring Program also connected
master’s alumni with undergraduate students, creating spaces for experience-
sharing and mutual growth. Notably, the FSA Companionship Initiative and
the signing of an MOU with Fulbright reflect 30 years of collective efforts by
generations of faculty and alumni. Today, FSA stands as a trusted partner of
the master’s program and of Fulbright as a whole—carrying forward the flame
of knowledge, spreading compassion, and sustaining a spirit of service.”

-Nguyén Binh Cudng, Cuu hoc vién MPP2023 / Alumnus, MPP 2023




Nhiing lua chon dinh hinh tuong lai

Giao duc khai phong va

Khoa hoc Ky thuat: Lua chon

cong nghé vi nhan sinh

Pang sau thuat toan la con ngudi, va phia
trudc thuat toan cling la con ngudi. Vi vay,
tai Trudng Dai hoc Fulbright Viét Nam, gigo
duc khai phong khong ding tach biét hay
déi lap véi khoa hoc, ky thuat va cong nghé.
Nguac lai, con ngudi chinh 1a diém tua dé
céc linh vuc nay dudc két néi, thau hiéu
va van dung mét cach cé chd dich trong
béi canh tri tué nhan tao ngay cang éanh
hudng séu rong dén dadi sdng nghé nghiép.

Trong dinh hudng do, Truong Pai hoc
Fulbright Viét Nam da thanh lap Vién Nghién
clu Tri tué Nhan tao Fulbright (Fulbright
Al Institute) nhu mét budc di chién luoc
nham dat Al vao dung vi tri cla né trong
gido duc dai hoc—khdng chi la cong nghé,
ma la mét luc lugng dang tai dinh hinh tri
thiic, cong viéc va x& hoi. V3i su dong hanh
va hd trg t Google, Vién tap trung phéat
trién gidng day va nghién cu theo huéng
lién nganh, gan Al v&i cac cau hdi vé con
ngudi, t6 chlc va trach nhiém nghé nghiép.

Céch tiép can nay duoc cu thé héa trong
trai nghiém hoc tap bac dai hoc. Viéc hoc
tai Fulbright khéng chi nham tich Ity kién
thi'c chuyén mon, ma con giup sinh vién
ren luyén tu duy phan bién, khd ndng nhan
dién gid dinh ngdm va can nhac cac hé
qud dao ddc—nhing nang luc thiét yéu
khi cong nghé truc tiép tham gia vao céac
quyét dinh trong t6 chic va doanh nghiép.
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Theo dé, chuong trinh dao tao cua Fulbright
hudng t8i viéc chuén bi cho sinh vién tr&
thanh nhitng ngudi hoc va ngudi lam viéc
Al-native: quen thudc vd&i cong nghé, nhung
quan trong hon la cé kha nang phan doan,
thich &ng va git vai tro chd déng trong
nhitng b6i cadnh chua cé san khuén mau.

Nhitng chuyén dich nay cling dugc phan anh
rd trong thuc tién doanh nghiép. Tai héi thao
“Tuong lai nghé nghiép trong bdi canh toan
cau” trong khuén khé Ngay héi Tuyén sinh
Fulbright Viét Nam, chi Bao Thién Huong,
Phd Téng Giam déc EY-Parthenon, chia sé
mot cach di ddm: “Gio> mét ban sinh vién tot
nghiép khi di kiém viéc phai c6 ky néng lam
sép cua 10 ban Al”.

Liberal Arts and Engineering:

A Human-Centered Choice
for Technology

Behind algorithms are people—and ahead
ofalgorithms, people still matter. At Fulbright
University Vietnam, liberal arts education
does not stand apart from science,
engineering, or technology. Instead, the
human dimension serves as the anchor that
connects these fields, enabling them to
be understood and applied with intention
in a world where artificial intelligence
increasingly shapes professional life.

Within this direction, Fulbright University
Viethnam established the Fulbright Al
Institute as a strategic step to place Al inits
proper context within higher education—
not merely as a technology, but as a force
reshaping knowledge, work, and society.
Withthe supportand partnership of Google,
the Institute advances interdisciplinary
teaching and research that connect Al
with questions of humanity, organizational
design, and professional responsibility.

This approach is translated into the
undergraduate  learning  experience.
Education at Fulbright goes beyond the
accumulation of disciplinary knowledge
to cultivate critical thinking, the ability
to surface underlying assumptions,
and ethical reflection—capabilities
that become essential as technology
increasingly participates in organizational
decision-making.

Choices that shape the future

Jeff Dean (Google DeepMind va Google Research)
cbng bé khoan tai tro' 1,5 triéu USD cho nghién ciu
va dao tao tri tué nhan tao (Al) tai Truong Bai hoc
Fulbright Viet Nam. /

Jeff Dean (Google DeepMind and Google Research)
announced a USD 1.5 million grant for Al research
and education at Fulbright University Vietnam.

Accordingly, Fulbright’s curriculum aims

to prepare students to become Al-native
learners and professionals: fluent in
technology, yet more importantly equipped
with judgment, adaptability, and agency in
contexts where ready-made answers do not
yet exist.

These shifts are also evident in the business
world. At the “Future of Careers in a Global
Context” panel discussion during Fulbright’s
Open Day, Dao Thien Huong, Senior Partner,
Strategy and Execution at EY-Parthenon,
remarked with humor: “Today, a graduate
entering the job market needs the skills to
manage ten Al agents.”

Year in Review 2025
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“Théach thiic I8n nhat cla gido duc hdm nay khong
phai la Al qua théng minh, ma la nguy co con nguoi
ngl’ng suy nghi. Tai Fulbright, ching téi lua chon tiép
can Al nhu’ mét cong cu—nhiing gi cd thé tu dong
héa thi dé Al lam, con tu’ duy, phén doén va kha nang
tao ra gia tri md&i van phai thudc vé con ngudi. Khoan
tai trg 1,5 triéu USD tu’ Google cho phép chung toi
dau tu nghiém tlc vao nghién cltu va dao tao Al
theo hudng dd: khong dao tao nguGi hoc 1€ thudc
vao cong nghé, ma du nang luc lam viéc cung Al va
gilt duoc ‘human touch’ khdng thé thay thé”.

“The greatest challenge in education today is not that Al is
becoming too intelligent, but that people may stop thinking. At
Fulbright, we treat Al as a tool: what can be automated should
be left to machines, while judgment, creativity, and the ability
to create new value must remain human. The USD 1.5 million
grant from Google allows us to invest seriously in Al research
and education with this goal in mind—not to train dependence
on technology, but the capacity to work alongside Al while
preserving the irreplaceable human touch.”

-TS. Lé Quén,
Gigm déc Vién Nghién cdu Al Fulbright / Director of Fulbright Al Institute

94 2025 - Mt nam nhin lai

Choices that shape the future

Year in Review 2025

95



Nhing lua chon dinh hinh tuong lai

M& rong khong gian hoc tap
va doi thoai: Lua chon

két ndi toan cau

Tai Fulbright, két ndi toan cau khéng dugc
hi€u nhu’ mét chudi hoat dong rdi rac, hay “cé
thi tét”. Day 1a mét lua chon chién luge mang
tinh séng con.

Trong nam 2025, Fulbright ti€p tuc m& rong
mang IuSi hop tac qudc té thong qua nhiéu
bién ban ghinhd va thda thuan véi céc truong
dai hoc va t6 chic gido duc tai chau A, Bic
M§ va chau Au. Nhitng hop tac nay trai rong
trén nhiéu linh vuc—tl khoa hoc xa hoi, chinh
sach cong, nghé thuéat va thiét ké dén khoa
hoc di liéu va cac nganh lién nganh khac—
qua dé md réng khdng gian hoc tap va hiéu
biét lién van hda cho sinh vién va gidng vién.

Song song Vv&i viec md& rong trai nghiém,
Fulbright cling dau tu’ chiéu sédu cho mét s6
quan hé déi tac chién lugc. Tiéu biéu 1& hop
tac véi Dai hoc Columbia, thdng qua Vién
Pong A Weatherhead (New York, Hoa Ky).
Hop tac nay tép trung vao nghién ctu lién
nganh, déi thoai chinh sdch va céc séng kién
két n6i cong nghé, nhan van va Viét Nam hoc.

Thong qua cac du’ an nghién ciu chung, héi
thdo va dién dan trao déi, méi quan hé hop
tac nay titng budc hinh thanh mét diém hen
tri th'c—noi gidng vién, hoc gia va sinh vién
cung tham gia vao nhitng cudc déi thoai vuot
qua ranh gidi nganh hoc va dia ly.

Theo céch nay, két néi toan cau khdng phai la
viéc “nhap khdu mé hinh”, ma la mét qué trinh
trao d6i hai chiéu, noi tri thiic dudc thi? thach,
diéu chinh va dat trong béi canh cu thé. Chi
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FULBRIGHT x COLUMBIA

COLLABORATION CELEBRATION

Nguyén Thi Lan Anh, Trudng phong Van hanh
va Sang kién Chién lugc tai Fulbright, chia sé:

“Két noi toan cau chi thuc su
cOynghiakhiytuong dugcluu
chuyén hai chiéu—khi nhiing
thach thuc dia phuong gop
phan dinh hinh tu duy toan
cau, va cac goc nhin quoc te
dugc tiep nhan mot cach thau
dao”.

cultural exchange.

At Fulbright, global engagement is not
understood as a series of symbolic or
optional activities. It is a strategic choice—
one that is essential.

In 2025, Fulbright continued to expand
its international partnerships  through
memoranda  of  understanding  and
cooperation agreements with universities
and  educational institutions  across
Asia, North America, and Europe. These
collaborations span fields from social
sciences and public policy to arts and design,
data science, and interdisciplinary studies—
broadening learning spaces and intercultural
understanding for both students and faculty.
Alongside this breadth, Fulbright has
invested in depth through selected
strategic partnerships. A notable example
is its collaboration with Columbia University
through the Weatherhead East Asian
Institute in New York. This partnership
focuses on interdisciplinary research, policy
dialogue, and initiatives linking technology,
the humanities, and Vietnam Studies.

Through joint research projects, academic
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Truoing Pai hoc Fulbright Viét Nam t6 chue Lé Ky két Hop
tac voi Vién Déng/f Weatherhead thudc Bai hoc Columbia
(Hoa Ky), dénh déu budc tién mdi trong hop tac nghién
oy, gido duc séng tao va giao luu van hda qudc té. /

The signing ceremony between Fulbright University
Vietnam and the Weatherhead East Asian Institute at
Columbia University marked a new chapter in research
collaboration, educational innovation, and international

Expanding Learning Spaces
and Dialogue: Choosing Global
Engagement

workshops, and public forums, this
collaboration has gradually taken shape asan
intellectual hub—where faculty, scholars, and
students engage in dialogue that transcends
disciplinary and geographic boundaries.

In this sense, global engagement is not
about importing models wholesale. It is
a two-way exchange, where ideas are
tested, adapted, and grounded in context.
As Nguyen Thi Lan Anh, Operations and
Strategic Initiatives Manager at Fulbright,

observes: “Global engagement only
becomes meaningful when ideas
move in both directions—when
local challenges help shape
global thinking, and international
perspectives are received with
care and context.”
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“Budc sang 2026, t6i nhin lai mét nam day bién dong va
nhan ra minh van that may man va binh an. Gilta nhitng
d6i thay cuia thé gidi, toi van dugc dong hanh cung nhirng
dong nghiép chan thanh tai Fulbright, noi cac gia tri cot I6i
van dang dugc gin gilr va tiép tuc vuon xa.”

“As 2026 began, | looked back on a year full of turbulence and realized
how fortunate and grounded | still felt. Amid global uncertainty, | am
grateful to work alongside sincere colleagues at Fulbright — where
core values continue to be upheld and carried forward.”

- V6 Tuyét Vy,
Tru'Sng nhom Vén hanh, Vén phong Hiéu tru'dng / Operations Lead, President’s Office
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Ngbi nha mai

kién tao tri thuc dang

dan thanh hinh

Trong dong chay &y, khudn vién Fulbright tai
Khu Céng nghé cao TPHCM dang dan thanh
hinh khong chi nhu mét khong gian hoc tap
mdi, ma nhu moét ngdi nha kién tao tri thic.

N&m trén vung dat Thi Dlc xua giau truyén
théng vén héa—tling dudc vi nhu clira ngd
ndi dé “nlra lang nira phd”—ngdi nha mdi clia
Fulbright hdm nay toa lac trong mét khu vuc
ha tang hién dai, két n6i giao thong thuan Ioi,
gan v3i dinh hudng phét trién vé phia Dong
cla thanh phé.

Khuon vién dugc thiét ké v&i nhitng khong
gian danh riéng cho tung linh vuc hoc tap,
phan anh dic thu ctia méi nganh. Nhung
trén tat ca, day la mét moi trudng dung hop
va md, khuyén khich sy’ giao thoa gilta céc
linh vue, y tudng va con ngudi. Viéc hoc tai
day khong bi gidi han trong bén bdc tudng,
ma luén dugc khuyén khich huéng ra ngoai.

Hudng vé phia trude, Fulbright kién dinh
Vi niém tin rang nhitng tac déng bén vitng
khoéng dén tir viéc dao tao cho mét vi tri cong
viéc cu thé, ma ti viéc nudi dudng nhitng
con ngudi cé du nén tang va kha nang thich
(ng dé kién tao con dudng riéng trong mot
thé gidi lubn déi thay. Mang theo nhitng Iua
chon da dugc xac lap, Fulbright ti€p tuc dinh
hinh khong chihanh trinh clia chinh minh, ma
con cé tuong lai cla nhitng thé hé sinh vién
sé goi nai day la “nha”—theo dung tinh than
cla alma mater, noi dinh hinh nhi’ng nam
thang cé tinh quyét dinh doi véi con dudng
nghé nghiép va hé gid tri séng clia moi ngudi.
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Within this broader trajectory, Fulbright’s
campus in Ho Chi Minh City Hi-Tech Park is
gradually taking shape—not merely as a new
learning facility, but as a home for knowledge-
making.

Located in the former Thu Duc area, long
associated with cultural heritage and once
described as a liminal space between village
and city, Fulbright's new home now sits
within @ modern urban corridor, supported
by contemporary infrastructure and strong
connectivity, aligned with the city’s eastward
development vision.

The campus is designed with spaces
dedicated to different fields of study,
reflecting the distinct needs of each
discipline. Above all, it is conceived as an
open and inclusive environment—one that
encourages interaction across fields, ideas,
and people. Learning here is not confined
within four walls, but is continually oriented
outward.

Looking ahead, Fulbright remains committed
to the belief that lasting impact does not
come from training students for specific job
titles, but from nurturing individuals with
strong foundations and adaptive capacity—
people who can chart their own paths in
a changing world. Carrying forward the
choices it has made, Fulbright continues to
shape not only its own journey, but also the
futures of the generations who will call this
place “home”—in the truest sense of alma
mater, a place that shapes both professional
direction and lifelong values.

A Home for
Knowledge-Making,
Taking Shape

— )
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